
Secrets to Awards Success:  Introduction to the Framework for Design Excellence

MEASURE 5 - DESIGN FOR ECONOMY

This number is calculated from the area and occupant count entered above (test 

it out).
5.1 What is the building efficiency (GSF /  average occupant) calculated value

Yes or No, per menu.  You determine if the amount reused was significant or 

minor to the project.
5.2

Did the project reuse an existing building shell/structure (or interior nonstructural 

components for an interiors only project.

Yes or No, per menu.  Consider your understanding of comparable floor area 

standards for the building type.  
5.3

Is this efficiency better than industry standard for this project type?  If so, please 

explain in narrative below.

Consider your understanding of comparable floor area standards for the building 

type.  Add brief write-up highlighting any reductions from industry standard costs 

and impacts, or other improvements over standards.

5.4 Narrative about efficiency of cost / space / materials 50 words max.

MEASURE 6 - DESIGN FOR ENERGY

Prescriptive Performance (I f No Model Performed)
Use the pull down menu for the appropriate code or standard.  If not listed, select 

"Other" and add a note in the column at the right.
6.1 Energy Code project followed (IECC, ASHRAE or similar) and Year?

Yes or No, per menu.  6.2 Did project use prescriptive criteria for energy code compliance? if "No," skip to Modeled Performance.

Yes or No, per menu.  No need to enter the estimated level of savings. 6.3
Did the design of the envelope, systems or lighting exceed minimum requirements 

for energy efficiency?

For example, COMcheck or another analysis tool may have identified 

savings.

Modeled Performance (If  Model Performed )

Enter the energy benchmark or base case that was used in the model. 6.4 Benchmark EUI (Energy Use Intensity) kBtu/SF/yr.? kBtu/ft2/yr  
Enter the pEUI determined by the model. 6.5 Predicted Energy Use Intensity kBtu/ft2/yr
The form calculates the savings.  If >10% then the Bar Graph above records the 

savings as notable.
6.6 Is predicted percent reduction from Benchmark EUI > 10%? calculated value

The form calculates the savings and determines if the target is met. 6.7 Does the project meet the AIA 2030 Challenge? calculated value:  Target is 70% for 2019 projects, 80% for 2020.

Yes or No, per menu.  If the model was used only for permit approval, then enter 

No.
6.8 Was the energy model used to inform decisions during design? model generated during design phases.

Measured Performance (After 1  Year O ccupied )

Enter data based on actual energy as reported by the Owner. 6.9 Actual Net EUI (based on at least 12 months of energy bills) leave blank for unbuilt projects

The form calculates the savings from the benchmark noted above. 6.10 Measured reduction from benchmark calculated value

Enter the actual percent of onsite sources, if applicable, or leave blank. 6.11 Percentage of project's total energy use met by onsite renewables leave blank for unbuilt projects

All Projects
Yes or No, per menu.  A range of RECs options purchased by the Owner can be 

applicable.
6.12

Are Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) planned or used for >50% of predicted 

energy use?

MEASURE 7 - DESIGN FOR WELLNESS

Yes or No, per menu.  You can determine if the design complies. 7.1 Do regularly occupied spaces have operable windows?

Yes or No, per menu.  You can determine if the design complies. 7.2 Do 75% of regularly occupied spaces have access to daylight?

Yes or No, per menu.  You can determine if the design complies. 7.3 Do 75% of regularly occupied spaces have views at least 25' away?

Yes or No, per menu.  Owner response to the survey is not required. 7.4 Was an Occupant Satisfaction Survey conducted?  If unbuilt, is one planned and funded?

MEASURE 8 - DESIGN FOR RESOURCES

Select the major building system from the pull down menu.  (Generally, concrete 

and steel frame structures are more durable than wood or metal framing.)
8.1 Primary Structural System Select best fit for project.

Use the link to enter basic data for the building and obtain an estimated level of 

net CO2.
8.2 Building Embodied Carbon (metric tons)? http://buildcarbonneutral.org

The form calculates the CO2 per SF based on data entered above. 8.3 Building Embodied Carbon per SF? (lbs. CO2 / SF) lbs of CO2 / sf - calculated

The form sets the benchmark based on the selected space type data entered 

above.
8.4 Building Embodied Carbon Benchmark? lbs of CO2 / sf   - calculated baseline based on space type

The form calculates the net reduction/increase from baseline. 8.5 Is the Building Embodied Carbon less than the Benchmark? calculated value

Yes or No, per menu.  You can determine if the design work complies. 8.6 Was a Whole Building Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) conducted?

Yes or No, per menu.  Consider if the specifications or submittal process consider 

local/recycle for at least 10% of the number of products based on your 

estimation.

8.7 Was local and/or recycled material use a consideration for products?

Yes or No, per menu.  Consider if the specifications or submittal process consider 

the Red List of chemical ingredients for at least 10% of the number of products 

based on your estimation.

8.8 Was a "chemical of concern" list used to inform material selection?

Yes or No, per menu.  This is similar to Measure 5 above. 8.9 Did the project incorporate existing structure Existing building reuse, in part or in whole

Yes or No, per menu. 8.10 Was an historic building preserved and/or adapted for new uses? Historic preservation credits not required

MEASURE 9 - DESIGN FOR CHANGE

Similar to Measure 8 above, concrete and steel structures may be 200 years; 

heavy timber may be 100 years, metal or wood framing may be 50 years; per 

national guides.

9.1 What is the designed lifespan of the building enter number in years.

Yes or No, per menu.  You can determine if the design complies. 9.2 Was the project design for future disassembly? or can prefabricated items be reused?

Yes or No, per menu.  You can determine if the design complies. 9.3 Was the project designed to allow for flexible future uses? Can most interior partitions be reconfigured / reused?

Yes or No, per menu.  Consider protection from floods, rising temperatures, severe 

weather or other impacts.
9.4

Was the project planned for long term resiliency and use, adaptation to future 

hazards?
Are key components protected from hazards/risks?

MEASURE 10 - DESIGN FOR DISCOVERY

Yes or No, per menu.  A POE of the building and its systems is not the same as an 

Occupant Survey in Measure 7 above, although some issues may overlap.
10.1 Was a Post-Occupancy Evaluation conducted for lessons learned? Is it planned and funded for unbuilt project?

Yes or No, per menu. 10.2 Will a Case Study be prepared to analyze the project with Owner?

Yes or No, per menu. 10.3 Is actual energy / water  data being collected?

Yes or No, per menu. 10.4 Will usage data be compared with predicted values?  Shared with public?
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HOW TO COMPLETE THIS FORM:
The bar chart to the right is self-completing, tied to the entries in each of the 

measures below, as you enter information and complete the form. 

The chart is graphing what percentage of the measures identified are being 

addressed in your project - it is intended to be used as a comparative tool, so 

you can see which measures within the framework demonstrate highlights and 

strengths, at the same time identifying opportunities for growth and 

improvement in other measures.

Like the Common App precedent, it is not intended to be an aggregated score but 

rather an visual depiction of the holistic set of framework measures.

Note that the ECONOMY measure is not graphed here, due to its variability.
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INPUTS / RESPONSES UNITS / DEFINITIONS

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Use the same project information that is part of the Design Awards submission, 

for name, location, etc.
Project Information

Project Name

Client/Owner Identification (unless confidential)

Location and Size

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Country

Select the appropriate Climate Zone from the pull down menu.  If uncertain, you 

can use the reference link to a current map.
Climate Zone (per ASHRAE 2016 Climate Zone Map) Climate Zone Map

Select the appropriate major building use and percent of the total area from the 

pull down menu.
Primary Building Use (EIA Building Type Definitions) Education - College / University (campus-level)100% EIA Bldg Type Definition

If there are significant additional building uses, more than 5% of total building 

area, then you can select the use from the pull down menu.
Additional Building Use (per CBECS 2003 or RECS 2003) --select  primary space type --select Commercial Benchmarks

Ditto. Additional Building Use (per CBECS 2003 or RECS 2003) --select  primary space type --select Residential Benchmarks

100% must add to 100%

Select the project type or category (not building use) from the menu. Project Type

Enter the number of stories. Number of Stories Above Grade

Enter the floor area; this information is used for calculations for certain Measures 

below.
Floor Area Total in GSF SF

Ditto. Site Area in GSF SF

Use Data

Enter an occupant count that would be used for the Owner's information; it can 

be estimated.
Daily Average Occupancy (Number of Occupants) Typical occupancy at any given time during occupied hours

Enter an occupant count that would be used for building code or other agency 

compliance; it can be estimated.
Peak Occupancy (Number of Occupants) The maximum number of occupants anticipated at any one time.

2030 Commitment and Rating Systems

Yes or No, per menu. Is your firm a signatory of the AIA 2030 Commitment?

Yes or No, per menu. If yes, is the project recorded in the AIA 2030 Design Data Exchange (DDx)? AIA 2030 DDx

Yes or No, per menu. Consider LEED, WELL, PHI, EnergyStar, etc. Is the project certified with a third party rating system if more than one, enter here.

MEASURE 1 - DESIGN FOR INTEGRATION

Yes or No, per menu. Can include concept or schematic phase meetings with the 

entire team and should address some of these topics in an organized way.
1.1

Was a Design Charrette or Workshop conducted with Owner, Team?  Did topics 

include energy efficiency, water savings, LCA, Wellness?

Project Performance Statement

1.2

Select up to 3 of the 10 Measures.  Describe how building performance strategies 

are integrated within the overall design goals.  It is encouraged to describe carbon 

reduction and environmental strategies  throughout design award submittal 

materials.  (75 words max per measure)

1.21 MEASURE 1 (75 words max)

1.22 MEASURE 2 (75 words max)

1.23 MEASURE 3 (75 words max)

MEASURE 2 - DESIGN FOR EQUITABLE COMMUNITIES

Use the walkscore.com website link, enter the zip code or area name, and record 

the score given for each of these three metrics.
2.1 Walk Score (per WalkScore.com Walk Score - walk, bike, transit in one lookup.

Ditto. 2.2 Transit Score (per WalkScore.com

Ditto. 2.3 Bike Score (per WalkScore.com

Choose the level from the pull down menu, from 0 - 5.  Consider events where 

people outside the design team were invited, such as building users, neighbors, 

government agencies, or the general public.

2.4 Was the community and public invited to comment on the design?

MEASURE 3 - DESIGN FOR ECOLOGY

Select from the menu; this information does not have a score impact. 3.1 Site Environment (Rural, Suburban, Urban)?

Select one option from the menu. If a previously built site and is Historic, then 

select Historic, for example.
3.2 Previously Developed Site?

Yes or No, per menu.  Any type of onsite water management is a Yes. 3.3 Is storm water managed on site? Captured, detained or stored?

Yes or No, per menu.  Use Yes if at least half the planting is native. 3.4 Is landscape design focused on native plants?

Yes or No, per menu.  You determine if the design complies. 3.5
Is landscape design promoting biodiversity?  Specfically bird safety and or other 

habitat programs?

MEASURE 4 - DESIGN FOR WATER

Yes or No, per menu.  4.1 Is NO potable water used for irrigation?

Yes or No, per menu.  4.2 Is NO potable water used for cooling (air conditioning systems)?

Yes or No, per menu.  Any type of plumbing water recapture and use is a Yes. 4.3 Is gray or black water reused on site?

Yes or No, per menu.  Any type of rain water recapture and use is a Yes.  Use of 

vegetated roof does not qualify unless the roof water is then captured and used.
4.4 Is rainwater collected, treated and reused on site in lieu of potable water?

Yes or No, per menu. The 1992 standards are:  WC 1.6 gpf; faucets 2.5 gpm; 

showers 2.5 gpm.
4.5 Does project use less indoor potable water than EPA 1992?

Yes or No, per menu.  Water Sense fixtures are 20% less than 1992. 4.6 If so, is percent reduction > 20%, predicted or measured?

MEASURE 5 - DESIGN FOR ECONOMY

This number is calculated from the area and occupant count entered above (test 

it out).
5.1 What is the building efficiency (GSF /  average occupant) calculated value

Yes or No, per menu.  You determine if the amount reused was significant or 

minor to the project.
5.2

Did the project reuse an existing building shell/structure (or interior nonstructural 

components for an interiors only project.

Yes or No, per menu.  Consider your understanding of comparable floor area 

standards for the building type.  
5.3

Is this efficiency better than industry standard for this project type?  If so, please 

explain in narrative below.

Consider your understanding of comparable floor area standards for the building 

type.  Add brief write-up highlighting any reductions from industry standard costs 

and impacts, or other improvements over standards.

5.4 Narrative about efficiency of cost / space / materials 50 words max.

As noted, write a brief approach to any 3 Measures that were part of the design 

process.  You can include general goals, events related to a Measure, and ideas for 

improving building performance in any of these categories.
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