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Knapp, R. G., K. Y. Lo, and China Institute in America. House Home Family: Living And Being Chinese. University of Hawaiʻi Press, 2005. http://books.google.com.hk/books?id=hSTLSAAACAAJ.

The comprehensive edited volume covering the kind of topics that we are presenting.  This 400 page tome has chapters on defining what is essential about a Chinese house (mostly focused on the square courtyard design--chapter 3) Chapter five covers fengshui, house building rituals, and carpentry magic.  There is also plenty of information on Chinese architectural aesthetics, preservation of old dwellings, social aspects of household space as they reflect ideas about age and gender and family composition.  We particularly recommend the final chapter which neatly summarizes the arguement Yan Yuxiang makes in his full length monograph, “Private Life Under Socialism” described in this bibiliography (see below)

Hsu, F. L. K. Under the Ancestors’ Shadow: Kinship, Personality, and Social Mobility in China. Stanford University Press, 1971. http://books.google.com.hk/books?id=qoaaAAAAIAAJ.

Working in Xizhou in the late 1940s, he has extensive descriptions and diagrams of house building at that time.  He describes how social relations were expressed in the designated uses of different rooms and how houses had important symbolic functions for displaying family status.

Fitzgerald, C. P. The Tower of Five Glories: A Study of the Min Chia of Ta Li, Yunnan. Hyperion Press, 1976. http://books.google.com.hk/books?id=KB5xnQEACAAJ.

Working in Dali in the 1940, he provides another anthropologists view of how local society was organized at that time.

Arcones, P. C. Sons of Heaven, Brothers of Nature: The Naxi of Southwest China, 2012. http://books.google.com.hk/books?id=Mj-bkQEACAAJ.

Chapter Four

Naxi worldview based on yin-yang dualism.  Animisitic worldview spirits mediate human and nature interactions.  worship of water and springs.  sacred groves and trees.  arrangement of villages and lijiang as special place for naxi expressing their worship of water. Not polluting water is especially important for Naxi and thus led to the three pools of water tradition seen in Lijiang.  Description of Naxi houses in Lijaing especially emphasizes han influences.  

location 1564

location 1552: quotes li Pingping 2005: men and women’s spaces key and evolving feature.  The houses he describes are not exactly as we saw in Haba.

Typological Transformation of Courtyard House in Lijiang Area: Women and Nuclear Space of Naxi Dwelling by Li Pingping

For the degree of Master of Philosophy At The University of Hong Kong

In October 2005

Li Pingping compares house types in three areas that are classified as Naxi.  Although many ethnographers would not classify Musuo as Naxi, she makes that claim and it is essential to her arguement.  While I have some hesitation about some of the historical aspects of her arguement, it is still a very nice paper with great ethnographic detail on gender and houses.

Knapp, R. G. China’s Living Houses: Folk Beliefs, Symbols, and Household Ornamentation. University of Hawai’i Press, 1999. http://books.google.com.hk/books?id=Lnj-UufXSMUC.

Good basic introduction to “housing as social templates” and the basic concepts of Fengshui as it is used to site houses.  This book also has lots of detail on the magic associated with house carpentry and explains how houses affect the fates of those who dwell within .  There is elaborate house magic and carpentry magic that can be used to try to improve the luck of the inhabitants (or its inverse).  He also covers the topic of house-building rituals.  This book is also summarized in his sections of the House Home Family.

Yan, Y. Private Life Under Socialism: Love, Intimacy, and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999. Stanford University Press, 2003. http://books.google.com.hk/books?id=d50_CqXVKIoC.

Yan brilliantly describes the social forces and meanings behind the transition from the small family dwellings of the socialist era to the large houses of the reform era.  He documents how the marriage law of 1950 and the rise of wage labor has undermined the traditional Chinese extended family.  The growing importance of the love match paired with wage labor opportunities that favor the young has created a growing emphasis on private spaces over community and family spaces in the Chinese home.

His argument is also summarized in the last chapter of “House Home Family”, see Knapp (ed) above.

Mueggler, E. The Age of Wild Ghosts: Memory, Violence, and Place in Southwest China. University of California Press, 2001. http://books.google.com.hk/books?id=gx8V6b3jUKAC
An ethnopoetic look at the Yi of Liangshan mountain.  If you want to really understand the depth of symbolism that inheres in place, this is the book for you.

