


“To me, the wonderful integration displayed among the three of you 
and Judge Austin’s immense pride in the final product are the truest 

indicators of obtaining quality.  

Congratulations on the creation of a new landmark and a very thoughtful 
addition to the city of Austin.”

The above is an excerpt from a personal note to the architect.
It is in response to the mention of the project at Design Talks at Cooper Hewitt. 

The note is from an owner representative, Casey Jones, Director of Design Excellence, 
U.S. General Services Administration, to the architect. 

26 August 2013
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Plan - Austin, Texas:                 1 United States Courthouse / Site            2 Republic Square Park             3 Texas State Capitol         4 Lady Bird Lake (formerly Town Lake) / Colorado River
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Site Plan:                          01 United States Courthouse          02 Republic Square Park           03 Auction Oaks           04 San Antonio Plaza             05 Sally Port     
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Public AreaEntry Level:                               1  Entry     2  Special Proceedings Courtroom     3  Lobby    4  Elevator Lobby     6  Restrooms     7  Jury Assembly     8  Jury Garden     9 The Austin Wall
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“To your question, how does [the new building] change how I do my job? [...] 

In a sense, I hope not. Because hopefully, I have got it right as much as possible 
[laughter]. And, that I was doing that in the old building where I sat for thirteen 
years [chuckles]. But I don’t think, there’s not any way that it couldn’t have a 

positive effect.

I don’t know that we know what it is consciously doing to us. In fact, if it is good 
architecture, I think we probably don’t. We probably aren’t aware that it is the 

architecture that is having that impact on us.  

Our views toward our justice system, Jude Yeakle’s, Judge Sparks’ and mine were 
about: the public process, it should be transparent, it should be open. 

The building reflects all of that. And there is no doubt that it will have a positive 
impact on the way that we work there.

Let’s just say I love going to work every day. 

My office is awesome.

The above is an except from Design Talks at Cooper Hewitt at which the client, Judge Andrew Austin,
responses to a question from the audience about the United States Courthouse, Austin Texas.

10 May 2013


