
Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pre-RambleBut is it simply a meaningless relic from the past – or is it relevant today?Can it evolve?	Can it even be Modern?    Is it something that can inform the future?Only possibleAn interpretation that is only made possible by a deep and abiding knowledge and appreciation.
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Presentation Notes
I grew up in the isolated oil town of Midland, Texas, Every weekend my Dad would throw us in the back of the stationwagon and we’d head off on another adventure to some indian flint ground, or old Texas fort. Here you find me at Ft. Davis in the mountains of West Texas. Notice the buildings in the background- Victorian culture meets the frontier of the West; built of the materials of the land.
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Presentation Notes
To a child the Frontier Forts were the stuff of lore. The buildings that remain still embody our history. It became who we are as Texans and it became part of me as an individual. 
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Presentation Notes
The fort down the street from where I live today, Ft. Sam Houston. My children grew up picnicking in the very quadrangle where Geronimo was held after his capture. 
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Presentation Notes
My family had travel journals from Humble Oil laying around the house. These were filled with travel sketches by Buck Schwietz of Texas in the 1960’s, 
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when it was still authentic, when people lived as they had always lived.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
It was places such as these that bring back memories of the crunch of an oyster shell road, or the squeak of Grandma’s screen door. Now giving way to the Corner quicky-mart, and fast food chains.
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Even the simplest of buildings conveyed a building tradition that reflected the culture, natural environment and resources of a place.
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George Merrick



Mediterranean Domestic Architecture in the United States 
-Rex Newcomb, new introduction: Marc Appleton 
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Presentation Notes
George Washington Smith’s work in Southern California came to define a distinctive California architecture based on the influences of Andalucia Spain.
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The development of a regional Domestic architecture
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As well as and expression for entire urban centers created in the image of Southern Spain; such as the reconstruction of Santa Barbara.
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We often traveled farther afield to places throughout the Southwest; such as and the Anasazi Indian ruins of Mesa Verde. This was one of my favorite places- a city honed from the very rock in which the people lived. It became the subject of my first architectural model in Junior Highschool for a history class- cast in plaster; every stone carved with an exacto blade.
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 what could be thought to be an authentic ancient dwelling turns out to be a fairly modern structure- being designed by Mary Coulter in the early 20th Century.
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Her buildings connected with the landscape, spirit and materiality of a place. They felt authentic, they felt real.
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Mohamed
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He taught me that every design had meaning- each symbol a pattern by a different Berber tribe meant to keep the evil eye away. 
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And every color had a symbolic meaning- Blue- sky, heaven, water    White- Morality    Red- Fertility, Happiness     Black for the Profit Mohammed   Green- Heavenly ParadiseYellow- Spiritual Wealth   
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Pattern upon pattern – here, Zallij tile
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Every facet meant to bring you into greater focus and and contemplation- and with that, closer to God.
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Simple architectural elements carried embodied meaning- ogee arches meant to keep the evil gene, or genies, out of the Souk.
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Even in their dress, their fabric, their jewelry had meaning to each separate tribe that dated back thousands of years.
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America has a long standing tradition in the Classical Arts and Architecture in building its culture and identity as a NationFor hundreds of years our country has been looking back to classical architecture as an expression of who we are. And to our western roots to Rome as an expression of democracy.
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Architecture was the embodiment of our institutions and our culture
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We used Classical Architecture to reflect stability, strength and longevity in our Civic Structures.And despite it’s abandonment by the profession in general after WWII 
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J.P. Morgan Library in New York- architecture that put our young nation on equal footing with Europe in culture and understanding of the classic arts.Express how we as a nation were on equal footing with Europe in our understanding and appreciation of the arts.



Ferguson & Shamamian 
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.Ferguson and ShamananHumanistic approach to architecture and art; one of which its practitioners are of common believes shared in the knowledge and advancement of the arts; where urbanist, architects



Robert A.M. Stern 



Fairfax & Sammons 
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Fairfax & Sammons 
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Fairfax & SammonsWe are of similar minds in that the Arts are not born of a single genius, 



Ferguson & Shamamian 
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Ferguson & Shamanan



Peter Pennoyer 
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but have been born from our Western roots and honed through the centuries through the development of our culture. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ferguson & Shamanian



Summerour  
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Summerour, we are not out to artificially change its course but to naturally influence and nurture it. 



Albert, Richter & Tittmann  
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Albert, Richter & Tittmann  
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To be sustainable culturally is not so much about innovation; it’s about evolution. 



Albert, Richter & Tittmann  
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Not just preserving; but cultivating who we are, and who we wish to be. 



Historical Concepts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s about  creating an architecture of community- an architecture that is repeatable and relevant simply because it is loved by a community. This is what creates continuity and longevity- the cornerstone of sustainability.Contrary to this consistency is Fashion 



Shope Reno Wharton 
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As a more personified character of a region… 



Joeb Moore + Partners 
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Or a more innovative and interpretative manner-



Joeb Moore + Partners 
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But without loosing the sense of a place- here, a clear interpretation of the New England saltboxBut we now often find ourselves confusing innovation for fashion-----
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 Fashion – always looking forward, seeking new trends. But Fashion by its nature is transient     it will never be possible to be “IT” for any length of time  Therefore, “IT” could never define us.
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Once we think we’ve found “IT”.       We are left wondering---       “What were we thinking”???
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This is true with Art, which by it’s nature no longer defines us, but is constantly seeking to contradict the sensibilities of our culture and beliefs in who we think we are.
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But what lasting value does it have if there is only meaning to the creator and no one else.
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It leaves us empty and looking for more



Frank Gehry 
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The same can be said of Architecture.     Yes there is occasion genious, but what does it mean when architecture is no longer serves its purpose of shelter and function.



Santiago Calatrava 
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Or when innovation over shadows purpose. Milwaukee Art Museum.Where the communities Philanthropic  funds used up for more than a decade and the Museum’s curating budget left with nothing due to lack of funds.



Survey on actual service lives for North American Buildings 

1. Service life of most buildings is less than – 50 years 

2. Public schools – 42 years 

3. Government buildings – 31 years 

4. Residential buildings – 31 years 

Jennifer O’Conner 2004 
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impacts of sustainability- Life Cycle Assessment- or (LCA)



“No relationship exists between  
structural material and service life of a building.” 



• A substantial number of standing American homes were built before 1920- 

8.3% in 2001 

• "The longevity of houses is likely driven by different factors than those which 

affect the service lives of non-residential buildings. For example, older 

homes have characteristics valued by many people". 
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Presentation Notes
Today’s architect lacks any formal education on the continuum of architecture and a connection architecture to the history of our culture. There is a complete disconnect with historical rules of beauty and aesthetics. The only rules that exist are those of the architect, often arbitrary and personal; only decipherable through complex  architectural jargon- lost to popular culture over time- often within a generation.Here- we have the cover an architecture publication illustrating the best the profession has to offer- the Design Awards. This project is so good that it is set in its own bucolic landscape, sans any kind of inhabited environment or cultural reference. 
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9th Ward -but why does it have to look like a scene from District 9. There is no recognition for New Orleans's culture and traditions or the way they have been living for generations (the simple act of a porch). This goes beyond recognition of a culture; this is about respect. For when architects reach out from their academic ivory towers to tell people who they are- we’ve gone too far.    And we must ask ourselves is it relevant if by nature it cannot be repeated by a community.
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No different than a chef coming in and telling the people of New Orleans- hey you cant eat thatThat’s not good for you and I know what’s best! Nothing against Jamie Oliver- this could be architect.
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How long will it last
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By the way - Nothing against Jamie Oliver- this could be savior – especially an architect!
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Local Food-                     not a Brand         Something we can recognize.
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Build Local- Period Homes there are no hidden ingredients or...  False preservatives. It’s who we are naturally.
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San Antonio’s architects looked to these influences in establishing a local architecture reflective of its history.
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An architecture that nor only reflected us, but made us who we are.
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…. a reflection of our own understanding of this is who we are; our history; our traditions; our music; our food; our celebrations; our lifestyles and our buildings 
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We’re unique   we like our BBQ   we like our tacos for breakfast       and we like our BBQ breakfast Tacos!
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We’re San Antonio; we have Fiestas, Rodeos, Cinco de Mayo, ice houses, we go out to our ranches on weekends, have mariachi parties; we eat tamales for Christmas, and we build with stone. 
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Our buildings should say- this is our past, our traditions, our environment, our resources; this is who we are; and this is how we build.



Curtis & Windham 
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We see those who build for Houston.



Jackson & Ryan 
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Understanding the traditions of a spiriitual community



Jay Baker Architects 



Jay Baker Architects 



Don B. McDonald 
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Or a more literal take on a local vernacular
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Two projects of ours: as two approaches to sustainability.Sustainability isn’t building greener for today, but building green for generations. It does us no good to build green buildings that follow the stylistic matulations of the day if these buildings are obsolete in 30 years and have no meaning to us culturally. They will be torn down and replaced.  According to a 2004 Survey of Actual Service Life of North American Buildings - the average age of a government building is 30 years; schools, (after many renovations) 42 years; and residential buildings, 31 years.T-Anchor Ranch is about sustaining & retaining our history w/o diminishing it.
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Bandera is situated along the banks of the Medina River.  The numerous Cypress trees along the region's creeks provided wood for shingle manufacturing and a mill was set up in 1852.
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Always a boyhood fondness for Bandera.Stories from when my dad worked on a dude ranch in the 1940’s.
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My dad the dude.
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Bandera is just a little wink of a western town set on the Medina River. But it’s got a really big spirit that keeps drawing people there. Its cowboy heritage is evident everywhere, from the posters on the door of the boot store announcing the ranch rodeo next Wednesday and the Cowboy Chapel Sunday to the Blacksmith’s Forge on Main Street, Bandera just feels down home. You might see someone riding their horse down Main Street, heading for the horse trails that run along the river right in the middle of town or just heading to the local bar which still has hitching posts to tie to. �



Once known as the J.H. Autry Ranch, the lodge sits on the Medina River in Medina, Texas near 
what was once the home of famous Texas Ranger, Big Foot Wallace.   
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Once known as the J.H. Autry Ranch, the lodge sits on the Medina River in Medina, Texas near what was once the home of famous Texas Ranger, Big Foot Wallace. 
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  In the early 1940’s the Bunkhouse\Lodge was constructed and in 1949 the well known local mason, Hough LeStorgeon



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This home, designed by a New York stage set designer and local architect Harvey P. Smith, built the rock ranch house which is known throughout the county for its distinctive stone façade, is a local landmark and sensibility to the materials, craft, and scale of the existing house as paramount.  
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The design work for the home’s new 4,376 square foot addition, double the square footage of the original residence, began in 2003 and was respectful of the scale, form and placement of the existing structures so that the additions felt seamless.
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The design work for the home’s new 4,376 square foot addition, double the square footage of the original residence, began in 2003 and was respectful of the scale, form and placement of the existing structures so that the additions felt seamless.  
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River stone and rustic posts, beams and railings harvested from the river and ranch were fashioned to capture and maintain the charm of the existing structures.  
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We used the integration of modern construction and amenities without compromising the simplistic and natural construction of an early Texas ranch home.
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One of the design challenges was working with  hand picked river stone and placing it strategically to maintain seamless designed walls.  
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We made seamless additions with respect to existing proportions with modern day family program needs and added a second level living space with out changing the roof lines.
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A great room wing was added to include a new family room area to connect the existing refurbished kitchen and dining areas. 
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Offers both a study in sustaining community character & building within a historic language of a city.-as well as building buildings of a lasting nature in areas prone to natural disasters-
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Founded by the pirate Jean Lafette as a bastion from the pressure of persecution he was beginning to find in New Orleans, Estabishing its first real settlement occurred in 1816. it served as the base for the Texas Navy during Texas independence from Mexico. It quickly became the most active port west of the Mississippi. 
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Site of first Miss America pageant.
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In 1900 the largest natural disaster in U.S. history struck Galveston.
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With the Storm of 1900 came a 16 ft. tidal surge.
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Overnight Texas’ most prosperous city was laid to waste. 6000-8000 people died- almost a quarter of its population.
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64 children
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Over 3600 buildings were destroyed by a 16 ft tidal surge.
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Never to recover to its former economic power or beauty.
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However- there are many remnants of its Architectural heritage remaining.
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Add Galveston slide

















Hurricane Katrina 
2005 
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Hurricane Katrina  2005        (late August /early September)
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Beachtown  since 2005    --Coastal vernacular-
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Southern Classical
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Classical- lighthouse of Lysicrates
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Carpenter Gothic
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IBHS Fortified construction standardsTDI- Texas Department of InsuranceFEMACity of Galveston







Presenter
Presentation Notes
Date completed  August 2008.         
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How soon we forget



Hurricane Ike 
2008 
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Hurricane Ike September 2008
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Boliver, Texas after Hurricane Ike- closest house to Coastal Living House





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Coastal Living House after Hurricane Ike. Sustainable coastal building practices proven.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Coastal Living House- simple coastal vernacular box with ornamental porch façade. Note: combination light monitor/ air chimney.
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Light monitor and air chimney
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Light monitor and air chimney
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I want to thank the Architectural Foundation. 
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Presentation Notes
Classical music- we all know it – just as our parents knew it; and their parents before them knew it. Our children will know it; as well as their children.It’s a well known mark of Western Culture’s achievements in the arts.But is it simply a meaningless relic from the past – or is it relevant today?Can it evolve?	Can it even be Modern?    Is it something that can inform the future?Only possibleAn interpretation that is only made possible by a deep and abiding knowledge and appreciation.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80
	Slide Number 81
	Slide Number 82
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Slide Number 85
	Slide Number 86
	Slide Number 87
	Slide Number 88
	Slide Number 89
	Slide Number 90
	Slide Number 91
	Slide Number 92
	Slide Number 93
	Slide Number 94
	Slide Number 95
	Slide Number 96
	Slide Number 97
	Slide Number 98
	Slide Number 99
	Slide Number 100
	Slide Number 101
	Slide Number 102
	Slide Number 103
	Slide Number 104
	Slide Number 105
	Slide Number 106
	Slide Number 107
	Slide Number 108
	Slide Number 109
	Slide Number 110
	Slide Number 111
	Slide Number 112
	Slide Number 113
	Slide Number 114
	Slide Number 115
	Slide Number 116
	Slide Number 117
	Slide Number 118
	Slide Number 119
	Slide Number 120
	Slide Number 121
	Slide Number 122
	Slide Number 123
	Slide Number 124
	Slide Number 125
	Slide Number 126
	Slide Number 127
	Slide Number 128
	Slide Number 129
	Slide Number 130
	Slide Number 131
	Slide Number 132
	Slide Number 133
	Slide Number 134
	Slide Number 135
	Slide Number 136
	Slide Number 137
	Slide Number 138
	Slide Number 139
	Slide Number 140
	Slide Number 141
	Slide Number 142
	Slide Number 143
	Slide Number 144
	Slide Number 145
	Slide Number 146
	Slide Number 147
	Slide Number 148
	Slide Number 149
	Slide Number 150
	Slide Number 151
	Slide Number 152
	Slide Number 153
	Slide Number 154
	Slide Number 155
	Slide Number 156
	Slide Number 157
	Slide Number 158
	Slide Number 159
	Slide Number 160
	Slide Number 161
	Slide Number 162
	Slide Number 163
	Slide Number 164
	Slide Number 165
	Slide Number 166
	Slide Number 167
	Slide Number 168
	Slide Number 169
	Slide Number 170
	Slide Number 171
	Slide Number 172
	Slide Number 173
	Slide Number 174
	Slide Number 175
	Slide Number 176
	Slide Number 177
	Slide Number 178
	Slide Number 179
	Slide Number 180
	Slide Number 181
	Slide Number 182
	Slide Number 183
	Slide Number 184
	Slide Number 185
	Slide Number 186
	Slide Number 187
	Slide Number 188
	Slide Number 189
	Slide Number 190
	Slide Number 191
	Slide Number 192
	Slide Number 193
	Slide Number 194
	Slide Number 195
	Slide Number 196
	Slide Number 197
	Slide Number 198
	Slide Number 199
	Slide Number 200
	Slide Number 201
	Slide Number 202
	Slide Number 203
	Slide Number 204
	Slide Number 205
	Slide Number 206
	Slide Number 207
	Slide Number 208
	Slide Number 209
	Slide Number 210
	Slide Number 211
	Slide Number 212
	Slide Number 213
	Slide Number 214
	Slide Number 215
	Slide Number 216
	Slide Number 217
	Slide Number 218
	Slide Number 219
	Slide Number 220
	Slide Number 221
	Slide Number 222
	Slide Number 223
	Slide Number 224
	Slide Number 225
	Slide Number 226
	Slide Number 227

