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Why Yunnan? 

• 1. Diversity (geo, bio, cultural) 

• 2. Tradition and Transformation 

• 3. Rich History 

• 4. Three sites: 
–a. Dali 

–b. Lijiang 

–c. “Shangrila” 
 

 







Yunnan: Diversity 

• Geological 

• Biological 

• Cultural 











Yunnan: Biodiversity 



Yunnan: Biodiversity 







Yunnan: Cultural Diversity 

• 25 of 55 officially recognized 

 “minority nationalities”  

(shaoshu minzu 少数民族)  

e.g. Tibetan, Yi, Muslim (Hui), Naxi, Bai, etc. 

























Tradition and Transformations 













Yunnan:  
Historical Overview 

• 1. Dian Kingdom 

• 2. Dali and Nanzhao Kingdoms 

• 3. Kublai Khan 

• 4. Panthay “Rebellion” 

• 4. Colonial Influence/WWII 

• 5. Revolutionary and Reform Eras 

















































 Three Case Sites: 

1.Dali, Bai Nationality 

2. Lijiang, Naxi Nationality 

3. “Shangrila”, Tibetan Nationality 

 





Dali, Bai Nationality 































Lijiang, Naxi Nationality 















“Shangrila,” Tibetan Nationality 





















Thank you! 
多谢 duoxie 

Beth E. Notar 

beth.notar@trincoll.edu 


