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                  Government Credential Update
What is going on?
 
• Development of a new “government-oriented” construction documentation credential and supporting education program; authorized in June 2011 by the CSI Board; first new CSI credential in almost 25 years.

• Based on CSI’s standards of practice for construction documents and the government requirements of the 

Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).

Why is it being done?
 

• The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Specifications Steering Committee (CSSC) asked CSI in September 2010 to create a credential that could be used by government agencies to help employees advance their careers; credential could also provide a differentiating factor on submissions by private-practice architects and engineers for government projects.

Who is involved?

         

•  Champions for a Government Credential Initiative based on the body of knowledge for construction contracts for government projects:

– CSI: Board of Directors, Task Teams, Staff; Credentialing Consultant

– USACE: CSSC and appointed Subject Matter Experts (SMEs)


– Other Government Agencies:  NAVFAC; NASA; hopefully others…

•  Volunteer teams of professional individuals, knowledgeable in the current CDT and CCS Bodies of Knowledge, and the FAR contracting requirements.

•  USACE Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) appointed (in September 2013) by, or members of, the Corps Specifications Steering Committee (CSSC), plus representatives from NAVFAC and NASA.

What is involved?

         

•  Conduct a BoKA (Body of Knowledge Analysis) for the new credential and supporting education.
•  Develop a “Glossary of Terms” based on definitions from CSI publications, AIA/EJCDC documents, ConsensusDocs, and Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).
•  Develop and pre-test items for the new exam; prepare exam for launch.
What is the schedule?

•  BoKA survey to validate Body of Knowledge:  launch 8/21/14 – end 9/19/14.

•  Data Analysis and Development of Test Specifications:  through November 2014.

•  Development and Evaluation of Test Questions:  through Spring 2015.

•  Test Formulation:  through 2015.

•  Launch Credential:  2016.
What sources are being considered for the exam and education?

         

•  CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide and Construction Specifications Practice Guide.
•  USACE Specifications for Construction Contracts (PROSPECT) Course.
•  Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).
•  CSI Glossary of Terms and, maybe other, such as Whole Building Design Guide (WBDG) or a new book.
How can you be involved?

 

•  Respond to the BoKA Survey; the more responses, the better the data.

•  Volunteer to Serve on a Task Team; if you have experience with government projects, contacts with other agencies, other ways to contribute to advancement of the program, step up!

Contact Information:

 

Government Credential Task Team: Sheryl Dodd-Hansen, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, SCIP, Associate AIA 

sheryl@dodd-hansenconsulting.com
Government Credential Education Task Team: Neil Davison, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, AIA neil@davisonassociates.org
Government Credential Strategic Task Team: Stephen Nash, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, AIA, LEED AP snash.hnl@gmail.com
CSI Board Liaison: Ronald L. Geren, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, SCIP, AIA ron@specsandcodes.com
September 2014

