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overview

Basic patterns of vernacular houses in Yunnan

Bai houses- -social hierarchies and symbolic
ornamentation

Naxi houses-- gendered worldviews and
production

Tibetan houses—landscape and belief

Modernizing processes and changes in
architecture







diverse and conservative

* Diversity of places =
diversity of materials, designs, beliefs

* Common landscape, production, belief =
conservative design in each place

* Continuum of folk housing=
Confucian civilization; market economy
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patterns of materials

stone foundations

rammed earth walls

mud brick

post and beam

log cabins

cement and brick or “multi-storeyed house”
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patterns of design

B¢ yuan courtyard
5 fang wing
[H] jian room

symmetry and centrality and hierarchy
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patterns of function

* Houses are agricultural technology
— production and the cycling of nutrients
— animal husbandry X

* Houses “generate social relations”
— orders of authority (family, generation, clan)
— gender roles and relations













——




B










-~ -' ..
Tt T TGl

e\
M AN YWY













Bai houses--social hierarchies and
symbolic ornamentation

|18 menlou social status
£ 5 zhufang generational hierarchy

' J= tangwu religious belief / altar room
HE B* zhaobi screen wall / clan motto

Z I jiaxun family instructions

Inscription of Confucian values
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Naxi houses:
worldviews and production

e cultural difference and diversity within Naxi
— Confucian influence in Lijiang
— Matriarchal remnants (Mosuo)

* Animism: the spirits of nature

* gendered divisions of space
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Tibetan houses:
landscape and belief

* Land and resources

* Functional division of space: animal
husbandry

* Central sacred places: hearth, shrine, pillar
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Change and continuity

 Modernization of materials and designs
* Change of house functions and meanings

* Continuities: change within tradition
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pamleonard@icloud.com

Y
4
'

-4
s &,'.J.; ”
N oy w7

- -4 L )
A



mailto:flowerj@sidwell.edu
mailto:pamleonard@icloud.com

