
Q4 COTE Network Call

November 7, 2023

As you join us, please do the following:

1.  Check your contact information & 
update it if required - this is how we 
reach out to you!
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/118bVoum

jhUna6YJrR6P

kxzsGkEfBQN3o-N0SfoRgx_E/edit?usp=sharing

2.  Complete brief survey:    

https://forms.gle/CE4Tn2NkqQufVx3x7

3.  Join COTE’s social media channels:

Twitter @AIA_COTE

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/147669/

WELCOME to the Q4 COTE Network Call! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/118bVoumjhUna6YJrR6PkxzsGkEfBQN3o-N0SfoRgx_E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/118bVoumjhUna6YJrR6PkxzsGkEfBQN3o-N0SfoRgx_E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/118bVoumjhUna6YJrR6PkxzsGkEfBQN3o-N0SfoRgx_E/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/CE4Tn2NkqQufVx3x7
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/147669/


Agenda

1. Welcome (5 min)
2. National Updates (5 min)
3. Chapter Updates 

- We have 60 components!
- 1 slide / 1 min each

1. Wrap Up (5 min)

Office Hours to follow

Q4 COTE Network Call

November 7, 2023



Who supports the Network?

Kira Gould
COTE 

Communications 
Leader

Bunny Tucker
Co-Chair COTE Network, 
Common App for Design 

Excellence; COTE LG 
Liaison

Beth Brant
Co-Chair COTE 

Network,
Membership + 

Outreach

Sean Costello
Co-Chair COTE 

Network

Lori Ferriss
2023 COTE LG Chair

Lisa Ferretto
Sr Director, 

Sustainable Practice + 
Knowledge 

at AIA

We are growing our team!  Please reach out to us if you would like to volunteer with the 

Network or know someone who would be a good candidate. (bunnytuc@gmail.com, 

bbrant@dsgn.com)

Holden
Rasmussen

Co-Chair
COTE Network

Teresa VanEpps
Manager, Climate 
Action & Design 

Excellence at AIA

mailto:bunnytuc@gmail.com
mailto:bbrant@dsgn.com


source: https://network.aia.org/viewdocument/cote-chapter-guide-2023



COTE Network Common App for Design 
Excellence

● Annual update of the Common App focused 
on alignment with the Framework for Design 
Excellence

● Support education and outreach

2023 Subcommittee Volunteers: Katie Ackerly, 
Sherman Aronson, Beth Brant, Stefan Knust, 
Henry Siegel, Bunny Tucker, Jonathan Weiss, 
Helena Zambrano



COTE Network Calls

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Schedule:
Quarterly Calls are from 2:00 - 3:00 EST

Office Hours 
2:30-3:00 PM EST

05/7 - Network Led Topics & Discussions

08/06 - Network Led Topics & Discussions

11/12 - Chapter Updates

Mark your calendars!

+

02/06 - Chapter Updates

with guests from 2030
Melissa Morancy, David Arkin, 

and Jesse Walton



AIA National Updates



AIA COTE® Top Ten Award

AIA COTE® Top Ten Awards, the industry’s best-

known award program for sustainable design 

excellence. Each year, innovative projects are 

recognized for their integration of design excellence 

with environmental performance.

Oct 26th – Submission Deadline

Technical Review underway!

AIAU Course released: 

Performing Beautifully: Lessons form 2022 

COTE Top Ten Award-winning teams

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/performing-beautifully-lessons-2022-cote-top-ten-award-winning-teams

https://www.aia.org/resources/6597645-2023-cote-top-ten-awards

AIA COTE Top Ten Award

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/performing-beautifully-lessons-2022-cote-top-ten-award-winning-teams%E2%80%8B
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/performing-beautifully-lessons-2022-cote-top-ten-award-winning-teams%E2%80%8B
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/performing-beautifully-lessons-2022-cote-top-ten-award-winning-teams
https://www.aia.org/resources/6597645-2023-cote-top-ten-awards%E2%80%8B


COTE Top Ten Student Competition

AIA COTE® in partnership with ACSA (Association of

Collegiate Schools of Architecture), is pleased to 

announce the ninth annual COTE Top Ten Student 

Competition, recognizing ten exceptional student 

design projects that integrate health, sustainability, and 

equity, following same categories of the COTE Top Ten 

Award and the AIA Framework for Design Excellence.

New AIA COTE Top Ten for Students flyer!

https://www.aia.org/awards/7291-aia-cote-top-ten-for-students

https://network.aia.org/viewdocument/aia-cote-top-ten-for-students-flyer

AIA COTE Top Ten Student Competition

https://network.aia.org/viewdocument/aia-cote-top-ten-for-students-flyer?CommunityKey=3b790506-aca5-4eff-aaf6-8a7b553dc0ef&tab=librarydocuments&LibraryFolderKey=1311c5e1-2d06-4681-986a-666142b4633d&DefaultView=folder
https://www.aia.org/awards/7291-aia-cote-top-ten-for-students%E2%80%8B
https://network.aia.org/viewdocument/aia-cote-top-ten-for-students-flyer?CommunityKey=3b790506-aca5-4eff-aaf6-8a7b553dc0ef&tab=librarydocuments&LibraryFolderKey=1311c5e1-2d06-4681-986a-666142b4633d&DefaultView=folder


https://aiau.aia.org/courses/aia-2030-commitment-numbers-webinar

https://www.aia.org/resources/6676-aia-2030-commitment-by-the-numbers

https://network.aia.org/discussion/join-the-aia-2030-commitment-for-a-november-mini-series

AIA 2030 Commitment

AIA 2030 Commitment

The AIA 2030 Commitment is an actionable climate strategy 

that gives us a set of standards and goals for reaching net 

zero emissions in the built environment.

2022 By the Numbers Report (RY22) Released!

Oct 31 on demand webinar

DDx (Design Data Exchange) refresher mini-series

- November 2nd @ 2pm ET

- November 6th @ 2pm ET

- November 14th @ 1pm ET

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/aia-2030-commitment-numbers-ry22-look-firms%E2%80%99-progress-towards-net-zero-emissions
https://www.aia.org/resources/6676-aia-2030-commitment-by-the-numbers
https://network.aia.org/discussion/join-the-aia-2030-commitment-for-a-november-mini-series-on-the-ddx-energy-modeling-and-firm-culture-1#bmf245fd9d-1419-407f-9e5d-7089024129a1
https://www.aia.org/resources/6676-aia-2030-commitment-by-the-numbers
https://www.aia.org/resources/6676-aia-2030-commitment-by-the-numbers
https://www.aia.org/resources/6676-aia-2030-commitment-by-the-numbers
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/aia-2030-commitment-numbers-ry22-look-firms%E2%80%99-progress-towards-net-zero-emissions
https://network.aia.org/discussion/join-the-aia-2030-commitment-for-a-november-mini-series-on-the-ddx-energy-modeling-and-firm-culture-1#bmf245fd9d-1419-407f-9e5d-7089024129a1


https://architectsfoundation.org/our-programs/architecture-scholarships/yann-weymouth-scholarship/ 

AF Yann Weymouth Graduate Scholarship

Yann Weymouth Graduate 

Scholarship

The Yann Weymouth Graduate Scholarship supports a 

graduate student whose work demonstrates an 

exemplary focus at the design intersection of 

sustainability, resilience, wellness and beauty. The 

scholarship recipient receives $5,000 and mentorship 

from Yann Weymouth, FAIA for the scholarship year.

Nov 3rd – 2024 Application period opens

Jan 2024 – Submission deadline

https://architectsfoundation.org/our-programs/architecture-scholarships/yann-weymouth-scholarship/


Decarbonizing the Built Environment: 

Improving Building Performance 

through Regenerative Design

November 8 @ 2pm ET

AIAU. Hosted by the Building Performance Knowledge 

Community (BPKC) this course will discuss methods for 

decarbonizing the built environment through regenerative 

design and high-performance buildings.

AIA Leadership Summit 2024
November 27: Deadline to submit proposals

December 1: Speaker confirmations

February 27 – March 1: Leadership Summit

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/decarbonizing-built-environment
https://events.aia.org/s/lt-event?id=a1Y8Z000009xiZY

AIAU & AIA Leadership Summit 2024

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/decarbonizing-built-environment-improving-building-performance-through-regenerative-design
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/decarbonizing-built-environment-improving-building-performance-through-regenerative-design
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/decarbonizing-built-environment-improving-building-performance-through-regenerative-design
https://events.aia.org/s/lt-event?id=a1Y8Z000009xiZY
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/decarbonizing-built-environment-improving-building-performance-through-regenerative-design
https://events.aia.org/s/lt-event?id=a1Y8Z000009xiZY


Safety Assessment Program (SAP) 

The Safety-Assessment Program (SAP) training provides

architects, engineers, & building inspectors with the

knowledge to provide evaluations of facilities & buildings in the 

aftermath of disaster. After successfully completing the training, 

eligible individuals will earn a California-issued registration ID 

card. This nationally recognized certification is often required 

training for volunteer building safety evaluators nationwide.

December 6th-7th, 2023

Local SAP trainings
Know of local SAP trainings? Email resilience@aia.org!

https://aiau.aia.org/2023-safety-assessment-program-sap-evaluator-trainings

AIA Safety Assessment Program (SAP) 

mailto:resilience@aia.org
https://aiau.aia.org/2023-safety-assessment-program-sap-evaluator-trainings


Resilience Design Toolkit: Building a 

Foundation for Sustainable and Adaptive 

Architecture

October 17 (recorded)

AIAU. Hosted by the Resilience and Adaptation Advisory Group 

(RAD AG) this course delves into the fundamental aspects of 

resilience design equipping architects and professionals with the 

knowledge and skills needed to create projects that are 

adaptable, sustainable, and capable of withstanding a range of 

challenges.

Resilience Design Toolkit
Download the toolkit today!

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/resilience-design-toolkit-course

https://www.aia.org/resources/6624977-resilience-design-toolkit

AIA Resilience Design Toolkit

https://aiau.aia.org/courses/resilience-design-toolkit-building-foundation-sustainable-and-adaptive-architecture
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/resilience-design-toolkit-building-foundation-sustainable-and-adaptive-architecture
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/resilience-design-toolkit-building-foundation-sustainable-and-adaptive-architecture
https://www.aia.org/resources/6624977-resilience-design-toolkit
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/resilience-design-toolkit-building-foundation-sustainable-and-adaptive-architecture
https://www.aia.org/resources/6624977-resilience-design-toolkit


White House Resilience Framework

The AIA enthusiastically supports the National Climate Resilience Framework.  The resource 

below helps to create resilient communities and promotes equity in climate resilience efforts.

National Climate Resilience Framework

The AIA commends the Biden-Harris Administration on Zero 

Emission Goals for the Building Industry

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) has long acknowledged the urgency of the climate 

crisis and is excited to continue its support of the Biden-Harris Administration in its efforts to 

aggressively drive zero emissions goals for buildings.

Embodied Carbon Harmonization and Optimization (ECHO) Project

Built environment industry leaders came together earlier this year to discuss a potential coalition 

to accelerate and strategize how to rapidly reduce embodied carbon in the built environment.

Their efforts and progress have been represented at various conferences 

including:

• Greenbuild 2023 in Washington, D.C.

• 2023 Decarbonization Conference for the Built Environment in 

Washington, D.C.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/National-Climate-Resilience-Framework
https://www.aia.org/press-releases/6673122-aia-commends-the-biden-harris-administrati

https://trimtab.living-future.org/embodied-carbon/embodied-carbon-alignment/

AIA 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/National-Climate-Resilience-Framework-FINAL.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/National-Climate-Resilience-Framework-FINAL.pdf
https://www.aia.org/press-releases/6673122-aia-commends-the-biden-harris-administrati
https://trimtab.living-future.org/embodied-carbon/embodied-carbon-alignment/


Advocacy:  AIA National

UN Climate Change Conference (COP28) 

COP28: Nov 30 – Dec 12, United Arab Emirates

● AIA to attend the 2023 United Nations Conference on Climate Change

COP27

• AIA delegates at COP27 provide key takeaways from the conference

• How AIA is helping to combat the climate crisis at COP27

Also going to COP? Email derekwasham@aia.org!

https://unfccc.int/cop28 

https://www.aia.org/resources/6537961-cop27-aia-attends-the-2022-united-nations-
https://www.aia.org/articles/6571631-aia-delegates-at-cop27-provide-key-takeawa
https://www.aia.org/articles/6561104-how-aia-is-helping-to-combat-the-climate-c
https://unfccc.int/cop28


#COTEbooks



Q3 SURVEY RESULTS



energy code upgrades

building electrification

CPACE

embodied carbon

Climate Action Cards for decision makers and other public groups within 
the City of Dallas

Green building code efforts; Adoption of AIA Framework

Oklahoma City ordinance updates; state energy code

Email advocacy (contacting legislators) personally, the AIA Asheville 
chapter has advocacy group that organizes under AIA North Carolina and 
focus efforts based on their recommendations.

Participating in local Committee with city to develop Climate Action Plan

We have had communications with Jake Pawlak, the Deputy Mayor of 
Pittsburgh, about aligning goals between AIA Pittsburgh and COTE with 
the City and offering expert assistance on any of their programs. 

Outside of the AIA Houston, I have been involved in the following 
advocacy: Teach UN SDG Global Ambassador, UN Habitat WUF 10 - 
community/youth education, urban planning and climate change, Climate 
Reality Leadership Corps, CLEAN Network (advocacy for climate change 
education in K12 education system)

Are you connected to the COTE Network Basecamp?



energy code upgrades

building electrification

CPACE

embodied carbon

Climate Action Cards for decision makers and other public groups within 
the City of Dallas

Green building code efforts; Adoption of AIA Framework

Oklahoma City ordinance updates; state energy code

Email advocacy (contacting legislators) personally, the AIA Asheville 
chapter has advocacy group that organizes under AIA North Carolina and 
focus efforts based on their recommendations.

Participating in local Committee with city to develop Climate Action Plan

We have had communications with Jake Pawlak, the Deputy Mayor of 
Pittsburgh, about aligning goals between AIA Pittsburgh and COTE with 
the City and offering expert assistance on any of their programs. 

Outside of the AIA Houston, I have been involved in the following 
advocacy: Teach UN SDG Global Ambassador, UN Habitat WUF 10 - 
community/youth education, urban planning and climate change, Climate 
Reality Leadership Corps, CLEAN Network (advocacy for climate change 
education in K12 education system)

Have you been involved in policy and advocacy 
efforts with your COTE group? 



energy code upgrades

building electrification

CPACE

embodied carbon

Climate Action Cards for decision makers and other public groups within 
the City of Dallas

Green building code efforts; Adoption of AIA Framework

Oklahoma City ordinance updates; state energy code

Email advocacy (contacting legislators) personally, the AIA Asheville 
chapter has advocacy group that organizes under AIA North Carolina and 
focus efforts based on their recommendations.

Participating in local Committee with city to develop Climate Action Plan

We have had communications with Jake Pawlak, the Deputy Mayor of 
Pittsburgh, about aligning goals between AIA Pittsburgh and COTE with 
the City and offering expert assistance on any of their programs. 

Outside of the AIA Houston, I have been involved in the following 
advocacy: Teach UN SDG Global Ambassador, UN Habitat WUF 10 - 
community/youth education, urban planning and climate change, Climate 
Reality Leadership Corps, CLEAN Network (advocacy for climate change 
education in K12 education system)

Has your COTE Chapter provided any training for 
policy and advocacy work?  



Chapter Updates

Community Guidelines:
1 slide per chapter, 1 minute per chapter

COTE Chairs / Co-Chairs!
Please find your slide and 

update it to talk about what 
you all worked on this year 
and / or your plans for next 

year!

We have 60 COTE Chapters!
So only 1 Slide per Chapter

and 1 min to share / talk 
when your slide pops up



AIA Albuquerque COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Asheville COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Amazing event last week!



AIA Arizona COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Arkansas COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Year in review:

Committee now was 4 people on it.

Three Tours:

 AMFA (LEED Silver)

 NUCO Steel Plant

 University or Arkansas 

 Cordia Harrington Center (LEED Silver) and 

I3r under construction

Presented session about sustainability and design to 3rd year 

design students at FAY School of Architects

  



AIA Atlanta COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Atlanta COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Austin COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

AIA Austin COTE - 1st Thursday; 5:30pm to 6:30pm

2024 Programming

Chair: Ekta Khuller
Co-Chair: Maria Berrios

- 2030 Commitment
- Health and Wellness
- Community and Collaboration

- Construction Tour with CRAN
- Mentor Matchmaking
- Common App Workshop

- Collabs with CRAN, PHUIS, IIDA, USGBC, CLF

2023 Recap



AIA Baltimore COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Boston COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

● Massachusetts Energy Code Series

○ Fundamentals 
○ Existing Buildings 
○ TEDI Modeling

● Framework for Design  Excellence, Lecture Series

○ Implementation 
○ Equitable Communities
○ Ecosystems
○ Resources

COTE Chairs to update as needed



AIA Brooklyn COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Buffalo/Western NY COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Focus on Design Awards:
● Collaboration with AIA Buffalo/WNY Design Awards Committee to introduce the 

Framework for Design Excellence into this year’s submission process
● Implementing phased approach with more educational programming next year, with goal 

of introducing the Common App

2023 Recap:
● Quarterly  happy hours on the solstices & equinoxes

○ Highlighted “green” projects, supported local businesses, and 
increased our visibility

○ December 21st event was our best-attended so far at Blue Table 
Chocolates in Buffalo

● Connected with other New York State COTE’s and collaborated on events
● Connected with other organizations - USGBC MANE
● Awarded Live Action for Climate Action Grant to host AIA+ 2030 Climate 

series in 2023-24 (starts this month)
● Contributed events & resources to Chapter’s weekly membership email to 

broaden our committee’s reach and to promote sustainability

2023 Summer Solstice Happy Hour - Tour of Buffalo Brewing Company’s 

renovation of historic Schreiber Brewery, Buffalo NY

2024 Plans:
● Engage more Members through outreach and education programs
● Design Awards:  Initiative to incorporate Common App 
● More tours:  LEED, PassiveHouse, and more
● More ContEd: AIA 2030 Certificate Series, Common App, guest speakers
● Member survey: Find out about program topics, accreditations, & certified projects





AIA California COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Central NY COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

On-Going
Embodied Carbon 101 Series
 Every other Thursday  from October-April

● NYS Executive Order now considers embodied carbon in state 
projects

● Received a lot of positive feedback

Upcoming
Earth Week

Highlight sustainability-focused programing geared towards 
Earth Day or Arbor Day

● Passive House Presentation
● Happy Hour
● Other events in the works

EarthFest - Presented by Sustainable Manlius & Renewable Fayetteville
 Highlights electric vehicles & sustainable ways of living

● COTE Booth: We educate business & home owners on 
sustainable design

Design Awards
A COTE Award made it into the 2022 submissions

The Board is considering adoption of the Common App in March

COTE Chairs to update as needed



AIA Central Oklahoma COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

AIA Central Oklahoma
2023 Recap

Policy Advocacy Subcommittee– [Energy] Codes and agencies

● City of OKC Department of Sustainability staff member is now on our committee

● Attempting to meet with State Code Commission members

Programs and Education Subcommittee

● Original content CEU from a chapter member who served on COTE Top Ten technical 

committee

● A committee member attends a conference

● CLT tour – Gensler project a huge success, sponsored by Woodworks, sold out in one day

● Summer Solstice gathering open to all members was a huge success.

Academic Outreach Subcommittee

● Continue with plan to bring an awards program to college students.

● Successful interface with University of Oklahoma - COTE members will again be the jury for 

4th year student assigned the COTE Top Ten as their capstone project

Awards Subcommittee – COTE Award AIACOC and OK State

● Ongoing

●  Interest emerging from  AIACOC member firms to develop a project around the Framework 

for Design Excellence with intent to submit in National COTE Top Ten.

Resilience HSW “Cocktails and Credits” at a member firm CLT HSW “Lunch & Learn” and Tour at a CLT project by Gensler Dallas COTE Technical Review  HSW “Cocktails and Credits” with Dr. Fithian



AIA Central Valley COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Charlotte COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Chattanooga COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

2022

Hosted 2030+ Professional Series

Hosted Regenerative Design Summit w/ green|spaces

● Held before AIA Tennessee Convention

● Speakers included Bill Reed, Tara Gbolade, Anica 

Landreneau, Christine and Mark Mondor 

https://www.greenspaceschattanooga.org/calendar/

2022rds

Construction Career Center

● High performance trade school renovated 

collapsing elementary school

● Pursuing Earthcraft Light Commercial Platinum and 

ILFI Zero Carbon

2023

Chattanooga Climate Action Plan

● Carbon Neutrality by 2040 for Gov’t 2050 for 

entire community

● Zero Waste by 2040 for Gov’t 2050 for entire 

community

● Align land-use planning, zoning, and 

development regulation with CAP

● Preserve natural resources

● Lead green economy

COTE Chairs to update as needed

https://www.greenspaceschattanooga.org/calendar/2022rds
https://www.greenspaceschattanooga.org/calendar/2022rds


AIA Chicago COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Cleveland COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Colorado COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Columbus COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

City of Columbus Climate Action Plan Working Groups:
● Buildings (up to five people attending)
● Also Sustainable Neighborhoods (some involvement), 

Transportation (minor involvement), and Waste
● Goal to “bring technical expertise, leadership influence, or 

community / neighborhood insight to the policy area, 
strategies, and actions of the Work Group”

● It’s a good way to participate as experts as well as make 
connections to the city and to other groups

● Trying to build off 2020 Benchmarking Ordinance

2024 Plans:
● Sustainability Action Planning 

Workshop series
● Continue programming on 2030 

Commitment, energy modeling,  and 
how to use the DDX

● Continue programming for Ohio Code 
Updates, with focus on IECC related 
sections

2023 Chair
Amy Kaspar, AIA, LEED AP
Sr.  Specialist, Global Energy Initiatives
The Wendy’s Company

2024 Chair
Howard Blaisdell  AIA, LEED AP
Associate Principal, Project Manager
Moody Nolan

2023 Activities
● Programming on 2030 Commitment, 

energy modeling, Ohio Code Updates,  
and how to use the DDX

● Firm Recruitment for Sustainability 
Action Planning Workshops

● Advocacy and partnerships
● COTE Member Engagement
● Current board secretary is also a 

COTE member



AIA Connecticut COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Dallas COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Detroit COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Christopher Heine
AIAD COTE Co-Chair

SmithGroup

Challenges:
Reengagement & commitment

Opportunities:
Renewed interest in sustainability 
and/or peer pressure 

Successes:
In-person outreach events and 
building tours

Anna Anderson
AIAD COTE Co-Chair
Lord Aeck Sargent

2023 Highlights
● WELL Certified building tour & 

wellness design workshop
● Garden Party Social Event & 

Fundraiser
● Zero Waste Education Center 

Charette
● Historic Book Tour Renovation 

Building Tour

2024 Plans:
● Education:

○ Design Framework & 2030 
Commitment education

○ Decarbonization & 
Embodied Carbon

● Social & Community Outreach:
○ Design Competition
○ Garden Party

● Advocacy
○ Mass Timber legislation 

advocacy in Michigan



AIA East Tennessee COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

● AIA East Tennessee COTE established this year (2023)

○ Over 16 in the group and 9 firms represented 

○ Hosting meetings across the AIA ETN Chapter at a 

different firm each month.

● Hosted multiple outside expert presentations on topics 

ranging from high performance building to environmental law 

in our region. 

● Established the AIA Framework for Design Excellence as 

submission criteria in the this year’s AIA ETN Design Awards 

program 

○ Outlined low impact awards event including recycling and 

composting of food waste

● Currently working on 2024’s strategic plan and goals

Cameron S. Bolin, AIA
AIA ETN COTE Chair 

MHM



AIA Grand Rapids COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

● Honors Award Programming (with a focus on mandatory 

metrics in ENERGY, WATER, and RESOURCES) 

(MAR - JUN)
○ Including: How to integrate operational and embodied carbon analysis 

into your firm’s practice

● AIA GR COTE Office Hours for Membership (monthly)

● Listening to Learn social + A’23 Conference on 

Architecture session (JUN)
○ Listening without empathy and self-awareness of power dynamics can 

reproduce inequality and perpetuate harm in the very communities we 

want to support. 

● SAY IT LOUD (Pascale Sablan FAIA, NOMA, LEED AP)  + 

ArtPrize v2.0 (SEP-OCT)
○ elevates the work of BIPOC and women designers working in built 

environment fields.

Matthew VanSweden
AIA GR COTE Co-Chair

Sean Costello, AIA
AIA GR COTE Co-Chair

COTE Chairs to update as needed



AIA Honolulu COTE \ DfRR COTE Network Quarterly Call

SPEAKER SERIES:
Growing Community/Sharing Knowledge

Resources and Resourcefulness: 
Building in Hawaii

Aug 30: Construction Waste: Opportunities and 
Challenges (Quinn Vittum | Reuse Hawaii)

Nov 8: (not) Wasted! Transforming Post-consumer Glass 
& Plastic into Local Building Materials
https://www.aiahonolulu.org/event/cote-meeting-nov-8/

Dec 6: The Case for Rammed Earth and Strawbale 
Construction for Hawaii (David Arkin | Arkin Tilt)

Jan 8: Two Birds, One Stone: Structural Opportunities for 
Invasive Trees (Joey Valenti | Albizia Project)

Feb 7: Looking to Native Hawaiian Resource 
Management for Local Prosperity (Kamana Beamer| 
UH)



AIA Houston COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

2023 2024

17th Gulf Coast Green April 2023:
One day of expert, interdisciplinary 
panel discussions on:
-ESG in the Architecture Firm
-Materials: Carbon and More
-Transportation: Opportunities for 
resilient and inclusive design
-Directors of Sustainability: Houston 
Leaders discuss their work

18th Gulf Coast Green conference March 22, 2023 
Theme: Wild Design (working title)
Venue: Houston Zoo
CALL FOR PROPOSALS coming soon, we would love to have 
national / other regional COTE members represented!

Other Highlights include:
-Successful TOURS program 
-Collaboration with SFRT on 2030 
engagement
-Deep-dives into Materials + Carbon in 
collaboration with CLF
-All-Day COTE Education Series
-Digital publication of Resilient Home Guide 
created by COTE members and City of 
Houston 2023 COTE Houston Chair: Maureen Ferry AIA/NCARB/ArchETHZ/MBA



AIA Indiana COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

2022: Support, Advocacy, Spreading the Message

2023 Plans: Advocacy, Growth
● Events- Co-Host a Sustainability Happy Hour 

with USGBC (year three)
○ Toured the Indiana Statehouse to talk 

with legislators 
● Presentations- Submitted a proposal to 

Greenbuild in Washington DC
● Advocacy- Continue to provide support and 

testify against negative legislation
○ Provide support for proposed adoption of 

2021 IECC in July 
● Growth- Grow the chapter to include members 

from Southern Indiana, and Northwest Indiana

Supported the 
City of 
Indianapolis’s 
Thriving 
Buildings 
Initiative

Testified on 
Legislative 
policies that 
negatively 
impact the 
building 
industry

Presented at:
AIA National in Chicago
USGBC Live! (Virtually)
Net Zero Conf. - LA
REBUILD Conf.- Cincinnati

(COTE year 5)

-started as a 2030 Commitment support group in 2019 (representatives from 
5 local Indianapolis firms)
-now representatives from 13 firms including Central and Northeast Indiana

COTE Chairs to update as needed



AIA Las Vegas COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Long Beach /South Bay COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

AIA Long Beach / South Bay

What we have done:
● 2nd Edition of the AIA LB/SB COTE Awards Program
● An increase in submittals
● Continued the integration of (and education on) the Common App into the Awards Program

What we are doing:
● Collaborating with the City of Long Beach Planning and Public Works Departments on a public education flyer “Consider Going All-Electric”

○ Targeting Homeowners and Builders
○ Why Electrify?
○ What are the Benefits?
○ How is it done
○ What are the costs? (with cost models)
○ Helpful resources

What we are doing next:
● Continued advocacy with the City of Long Beach and surrounding communities on the benefits of electrification / decarbonization
● A Fall Program event hosted in conjunction with the City of Long Beach building on the release of our “Consider Going All-Electric” flyer
● Continued education for component members and the professional community through our partnership with Southern California Edison
● An expanded social media campaign to build interest, involvement and momentum

COTE Chairs to update as needed



AIA Los Angeles COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Vice Chair (2024)

Brendan Bailey, AIA, LFA

Planned Events in 2024
● 1.5°C Symposium on Climate Change Event Preparation

● COTE Educational segments for monthly meetings

2024 GOALS
● Continued collaboration with So Cal COTE groups, CLF, 

COTE CA, COTE National, and SEAOSC.

● Involvement with other Advocacy Groups 

● Attract and recruit new committee members

● Internal lectures and materials for committee member’s benefit

● Engage community in Los Angeles 

Past Events in 2023
● 1.5°C Symposium on Climate Change 

● Billie Jean King Main Library Tour (SOM)

● Santa Monica City Hall East Tour (Frederick Fisher Partners)

● Los Angeles River and Santa Monica Beach Clean-ups

● Embodied Carbon TableTalk with CLF LA 

Chair (2024)

Tommy Zandi, AIA, LEED AP



AIA Middle Tennessee COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Maine COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Minnesota COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Monterey Bay COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA New Hampshire COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA New Jersey COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



Chapter Updates?

AIA New Hampshire COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



Chapter Updates?

AIA New Jersey COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA New Orleans COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

● 2023 La. Energy Code event and office hours

● October RISING Symposium – focus on Framework for 

Design Excellence

○ Highlight keynote speakers

○ Happy hour photos

● Upcoming events:

○ Nov. 14 – (with Tulane) “Green Banks: Financing the 

Transition to Clean Energy in the Built Environment”

○ Jan. 26, 2024 – Round Table with Kira Gould (Details 

forthcoming)

● Looking forward to future collaborations with Louisiana 

USGBC, Tulane School of Architecture and Real Estate 

Development, and City of New Orleans Office of Resilience 

and Sustainability

COTE Chairs to update as needed



AIA New York COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

AIA NEW YORK
NOVEMBER 2023 UPDATE

Recent Events

- 6 events!

- Circular Economy and Design Part 1 & 2: Applying Arup’s 

Circular Buildings Toolkit / Disassembly and Reuse

- Designing for Coastal Resiliency in Lower Manhattan - 

Why, what, how?

- Future of Social Equity in Architecture

- Championing a Sustainable Framework for Integrated 

Design Excellence (collab with the Women in Architecture 

Committee)

- Wast[Ed] Working with Trash (with Pratt Institute)

- Advocacy

- NYC Department of Planning - City of Yes

- Advocacy for zoning incentive for high performance 

design

- Department of Buildings - Local Law 97 

- Feedback on proposed rules for implementation

2024 Planning

- AIANY Engagement

- Connect with the AIANY President (theme: Belonging 

and Beyond)

- Spring 2024 Event Planning

- Collaborate with the Consortium for Sustainable 

Urbanism, SOM, and the UN on a three part series on 

green cities, climate adaptation and mitigation

- Plan an event on sustainability and learning theory

- Subcommittee Evolution

- Expand subcommittee from “embodied carbon” to 

“decarbonization”



AIA Newark & Suburban Architects COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA North Carolina COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA North Virginia COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA North Virginia COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



P a s t 

Building decarbonization, local - Initiated partnerships with local governments to support building decarbonization

Irvine - AIA OC recognized as a community partner (for the first time in history of OC chapter)

Building decarbonization, State - Participated in AIA CA Climate Action’s Embodied Carbon Municipal Roundtable 

with 6 Californian cities and policy presentations by Boston, Vancouver, San Francisco, Marin County

Glendale - Supported reach codes for low carbon concrete

Education - AIA OC Legal Webinar co-hosted with AIA CA - “Your Insurance company cares about climate change” -   

Bringing focus to the shifting standard of care for architects in a changing climate and resulting change in insurability

Supporting education in sustainability at a local community college - design review and mentorship

Design Awards - AIA Framework for Design excellence made part of the submission requirements; COTE award 

P r e s e n t

Building decarbonization, local - Supporting Reach codes for building electrification in new construction 

Building decarbonization, State - Partnering with AIA CA to support Embodied Carbon Policy and Code updates

Education - IRA and how it affects the built environment - planning a program to highlight financial incentives for 

A&E professionals in recent legislature 

COTE Tours 

Design Awards - Continuing to support the recognition of sustainable design excellence

F u t u r e 

Growing COTE membership and growing our network with other CA chapters 

State and local government partnerships for building decarbonization

Continue to grow and strengthen existing partnerships with governments and climate action advocacy groups

Education - Provide support and quality programming for our members and the communities they serve 
 

Design Awards - Continuing to support the recognition of sustainable design excellence

Chair - Suyama Bodhinayake - suyama@bauer-architects.com



AIA Oregon COTE COTE Network Quarterly CallAIA Oregon COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Green Champion Summit Event Recording:
https://vimeo.com/872994868?share=copy

AIA Oregon COTE 2023 Digital Design Program

Registration:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEscuyhqTwsHdSO5lBLOZ7blqj1QBto5py5#
/registration

https://vimeo.com/872994868?share=copy
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEscuyhqTwsHdSO5lBLOZ7blqj1QBto5py5#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEscuyhqTwsHdSO5lBLOZ7blqj1QBto5py5#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEscuyhqTwsHdSO5lBLOZ7blqj1QBto5py5#/registration


AIA Pennsylvania COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Philly COTE 
COTE Network Quarterly Call

New Leadership!

Co-Chair
Roshni Krishnan, 
WELL AP

Co-Chair
Danielle Fleischmann, 
AIA, WELL AP

UPCOMING 2023 & 2024 EVENTS
P+A -  Action Day. Learn to talk to legislators and advocate for climate action, magazine articles on IRA  and 
electrification
2030 WG - 2030 signatories, sessions around low carbon assemblies and maybe even an exhibit
Design Awards - study Common App and continue to promote award winners
EJ - Collaboration with urban design committee on resilience design session
Zero Waste - Conversation with local contractors to discuss about material recycling on building sites

Incoming Co-Chair
Katherine Urbaniak 

2030 WG - Sessions around adaptive reuse. Back to 
the basics of sustainability in Architecture as a 

minimum

Zero Waste - Launch of Zero Waste guide for events 
supported by AIA Philly 

2023  HIGHLIGHTS

https://issuu.com/phillycote/docs/aia_philly_cote_
zw_events_guide_v1



AIA Pittsburgh COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Co-Chair
George Rieke

Co-Chair
Rebecca Schwartz

Co-Chair
Courtney Singley

2023 Plans: Materials & Materiality
● 5-part Educational Series

○ Completed in June
● Advance the understanding of 

the impacts, best practices, 
anduses of materials in our daily 
decisions as practitioners and 
owners

Additional Ongoing Goals:
● Align AIA Pgh COTE with the City 

of Pittsburgh’s goals on carbon, 
climate action, and healthy 
communities in the built 
environment

● Strengthen the relationship with 
the current Administration 
through regular meetings

● Carbon Leadership Forum (CLF) - 
Pittsburgh Chapter

○ Working to establish a joint 
workshop later this year l 
learning objectives: life cycle 
analysis and calculating 
embodied carbon

Design Pittsburgh - COTE Hub
● Creating an informational and 

interactive hub for our annual 
awards event

● Focusing on embodied carbon &  
sustainable decision making as an 
individual within a firm

COTE Chairs to update as needed



AIA Portland COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Saint Louis COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA San Antonio COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Bi-Monthly Meet Ups

LPA Presentation on LBC Project AIAU Movie Night Series - AIA Certificate - 50 attendees

University Competition

2024 Chairs
● Benjamin Rosas
● Sandra 

Montalbo
Outgoing Chair

● Kate Sector



AIA San Francisco COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA San Francisco COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call



AIA Seattle COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Silicon Valley COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

New Leadership!

Chair
PEBEL RODRIGUEZ

AIA, LEED AP BD+C, CPHD

Future Plan to Boost Engagement and Membership:

● Recruitment Drive: We plan to launch a recruitment 

campaign to attract new members. This will include outreach 

to local architecture schools, firms, and professionals 

passionate about sustainability.

● Monthly Themes: To make our monthly meetings more 

engaging, we will introduce thematic discussions, inviting 

experts to speak on relevant topics.

● Collaborations: We aim to collaborate with local 

organizations and groups to expand our network and attract 

like-minded individuals.

● BABSC (Bay Area Building Science Collaborative)

● Monthly Lectures, Green Building Tours

● Other AIA Committees

● Emerging Professionals Committee (EPC)

● Other COTE Chapters:

● COTE SF

● COTE SM

● Public Awareness: Hosting community events, workshops, 

and seminars to raise awareness of sustainable architecture 

among the general public.

Potential Events and Initiatives:

● Annual Lecture Series: Invite renowned 

sustainability experts to give lectures on 

cutting-edge topics in architecture and 

sustainability.

● Stanford University Collaboration?

● Sustainable 

Architecture+Engineering

● Environmental Systems 

Engineering 

● Architectural Design

● Civil and Environmental 

Engineering

● Green Building Certification Workshops: 

Provide workshops on obtaining green 

building certifications like LEED, encouraging 

professionals to adopt sustainable practices.

Current State of AIA Silicon Valley COTE:

Membership: Our committee currently faces the 

challenge of low membership.

Visibility: Our committee's visibility within our 

chapter and the local community is limited.

AIA SV November Chapter Meeting |  Los Altos Community Center
Organized by COTE: Panel discussion and project tour led by Noll & Tam Architects with key player involved in the design and 

development of Los Altos’ recently completed all-electric civic building.



AIA South Bay COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA South Carolina COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

What We’ve Been Up 
To!

ASPIRE Conference 2023

Framework Series Launch
- Quarterly knowledge sharing seminar series.
- Hosted in Charleston, Columbia, Greenville, 

and Asheville.
- Associated live compilation of knowledge 

shared at each seminar.

Climate Change Publication
- Call for submissions for interdisciplinary 

research and studies associated with climate 
change.

- Primarily geared towards professionals and 
scholars.

- Any other COTE chapters interested in teaming 
up for this effort?

Contact: mason@liollio.com



AIA Southern New York COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Tampa Bay COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Texas COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Vermont COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Western Hudson Valley COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Co-Chairs: Adina Banayan + Katie Alberte

Committee Recap
● How We Started!

○ 2020 Sustainability Committee
○ Zoom Webinars during COVID
○ Sustainability Awareness in chapter events: no 

single use plastic, limited paper usage, promote 
public transit and rideshare

● Officially COTE in August 2023
● Our First Symposium “Designing the Clean Energy 

Future Now! on October 11, 203
● Planning for 2024



AIA Western Massachusetts COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



AIA Wisconsin COTE COTE Network Quarterly Call

Chapter Updates?



COTE Network Calls
Mark your calendars for 2024!

Join COTE’s social media channels:

Twitter @AIA_COTE

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/147669/

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Office Hours 
3:00-3:30 PM EST

(minimum 2 break-out 
groups general and 2030 

work group)

05/7 - Network Led Topics & Discussions

08/06 - Network Led Topics & Discussions

11/12 - Chapter Updates

+

02/06 - Chapter Updates

Quarterly Calls are from 2:00 - 3:00 EST

with guests from 2030
Melissa Morancy, David Arkin, 

and Jesse Walton

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/147669/


New to COTE?
Seeking feedback for your COTE Chapter?

Feel free to Stay for Office Hours!
from now to 3:30pm EST
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