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Court Tour 
Local Courts 

-Santa Coloma de Gramenet 

-Sant Boi de Llobragat 

 

Ciudad de la Justicia (City of Justice) 

-Barcelona 

 

European Court of Justice 

-Luxembourg 

 

Family Court 

-Berlin 

 

Local Courts & High Security Court  

-Dusseldorf 
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Santa Coloma de Gramanet 

-Jordi Basch, architect 

Sant Boi de Llobragat 

-Jordi Badia, architect 

Cuidad del la Justicia de Barcelona  

-David Chipperfield, b720, architect 
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Campus del la Justicia de Madrid 

-Master Plan 



Campus del la Justicia de Madrid 

-Buildings 



 

European Court of Justice Luxembourg 

-Dominique Perrault, architect 



 
Kirchenberg Plateau 

Centre 

European Court of Justice Luxembourg 

-Dominique Perrault, architect 



European Court of Justice Luxembourg 

-Dominique Perrault, architect 



European Court of Justice Luxembourg 

-Dominique Perrault, architect 



European Court of Justice Luxembourg 

-Christian Porzamparc, architect 



 

A and B Towers 

Anneau 

Palais 

Erasmus T. More    Gallery 

European Court of Justice Luxembourg 

-Dominique Perrault, architect 
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Surface area 
The Anneau   16 851 m2 

The Palais   15 048 m2 

Towers A and B   34 208 m2 

Buildings at the bottom of the 

Towers 

    5 079 m2 

The Gallery   24 132 m2 

 

Staff Parking space   21 513 m2 

 

Members Parking space     2 076 m2 

 

Total 118 907 m2 

European Court of Justice Luxembourg 

-Dominique Perrault, architect 
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American Cemetery Luxembourg 



German Legal System  

Civil Law Differences from Common Law  

• Judge - active role in questioning witnesses 

• Trial rehearses evidence – doesn’t discover it (investigating 

magistrate does before trial) 

• Hearings relatively short 

• Fewer courtrooms handle high volume caseload 

• Juries more limited role – “lay judges” sit with 3 professionals 

(tribunal) 

• Typically 2 circulation systems – prisoners vs. everyone else 

• Group functions, including staff and judges (e.g., family, civil) 



German Legal System  

Courtroom Characteristics 

 

• No displays of nationalism or authority (flag or seal) 

• Commitment to natural light 

• Variety of types and sizes –  

– Small hearing rooms 

– Family court hearing rooms 

– Trial courtrooms 

– High security courtrooms 

• One or two steps up to the bench – often ignore disabled access 

• Accused at counsel table (or in dock) – facing prosecutor/victim 

across well 

 

 

 



Berlin Family Court 

• Addition to existing, historic courthouse 

• Notable features: 

– Clear, “rational” planning & elevations – 

sense of order/calm 

– Shallow wings – for natural light 

– Family law hearing rooms – scale, light, 

nature 

– Children’s room 

– Green roof terrace 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Berlin Familiengericht Templehof-Kreuzber – Family Court  

Oswald Mathias Ungers, architect 
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Dusseldorf Local & District Court 
Landgericht & Amtsgericht  

 
• Justice Center  

– Local & District courts 

• Democratic design themes 

– Access 

– No symbols of authority 

– Shared use of circulation & facilities 

– Bureaucratic repetition vs. art works 

• 62,000 m2 

• 950 staff 

• 3,000 visitors per day 
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Dusseldorf High Security Court 

• Suburban location 

• Built very fast <1 year 

• 40 M Euros  

• 2 courtrooms – both highly specialized 

• 4 circulation zones: 

– Public 

– Semi-public (lawyers, witnesses, interpreters) 

– Private (judges & prosecutors) 

– Secure/in-custody 

 



Dusseldorf High Security Court 

• Special facilities 

– Helipad 

– Press room 

– Separate lounges for lawyers, interpreters 

– Foot washing facilities 

• Redundant & isolated utilities 

 



 Hochsicherheitsgebaude - Dusseldorf High Security Court 

-BLB w/Petzinka Pink, architects 
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Larger Courtroom 

• 15 defendants with 3 lawyers each – 60 total 

• 161 public seats 

• 600 box files 

 

Smaller Courtroom 

• 6 defendants plus lawyers 
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