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Chair
The AIA Interfaith Design (ID) Knowledge Community encourages and supports 
excellence in the design of worship spaces and their accoutrements. Interfaith 
Design is an association of professionals whose primary interest is religious 
facilities in a broad array of traditions. We value an interfaith forum for the 
exchange of ideas relating to religion, art, and architecture.

- 1 of 21 AIA Knowledge Communities 
- 5 Subcommittees 
- Upcoming Events for 2023

- AIA Awards Ceremony
- Design Competition
- Faith & Form Awards
- Monthly calls with other Knowledge Communities 

Douglas Hanson, AIA, NOMA
HansonLA

Los Angeles, CA



Design
MISSION, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:
- Promote awareness of excellent design by members and public via available 

channels 
- Recognize examples of excellent designs and professional service through a 

variety of awards programs
- Introduce students and emerging professionals to the challenges and 

rewards of designing religious art and architecture

RESPONSIBILITIES:
- Frey Recognition Award
- Conover Recognition Award
- Faith & Form/Interfaith Design Awards reception at the annual AIA 

Conference (Coordination with Partners for Sacred Places)
- Facilitate Annual Design Competition
- Explore annual Interfaith AIA Design Award
- Attend KLA annual meetings/assembly

Michael Janaskie, AIA
NOVUS Architects

Mount Pleasant, SC



• Jan-April Develop competition brief 
• May Final draft
• Select jurors
• Establish awards and entry criteria 
• June/July_ Announce competition
• Engage University’s  
• August /September _Registration 
• September_ Competition opens 
• November 1_ Submissions Due 
• November 16th Jury meets 
• November 30th_ awards announced 
• Anticipate Displaying at 2024 AIA Conference
• Anticipate submitting as a session at AIA 2025 Conference

Design Competition Schedule

Michael Janaskie, AIA
NOVUS Architects

Mount Pleasant, SC



Media & Knowledge Resources
MISSION, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:
- Resource of information regarding faith-based works of art, design and 

architecture
- Point of connection between design professionals (including architects, 

designers and artists) as well as with members of faith-based institutions
- Support of other committees of Interfaith Design through website and social 

media presence

RESPONSIBILITIES:
- Communicate information relevant to design professionals of faith-based                 

projects, including:
- Production of webinars / lectures
- Writing of blog posts / case studies
- Sharing content from external sources
- Encourage connection and content sharing between Interfaith Design 

members through website and social media
- Reestablish social media presence
- Coordinate maintenance of website through AIA staff

Andrew Witek, AIA
CannonDesign

Chicago, IL



Membership
MISSION, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:
- Create a valuable experience for the volunteers
- Organize ongoing recruitment and encourage diversity 
- Work with other committees to prepare a calendar of events to use in our 

recruitment emails

RESPONSIBILITIES:
- Quarterly meetings Membership Committee volunteers 
- Organize a meeting between our Membership committee volunteers and 

Membership committee volunteers or equal from one or two other 
knowledge Community to share best practices

- Look for opportunities to collaborate with the local AIA to organize tours of 
religious facilities and share media opportunities

Douglas Hanson, AIA, NOMA
HansonLA

Los Angeles, CA



Development Finance
MISSION, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:
- Grow, sustain and strengthen Interfaith Design by recruiting and maintaining 

sponsors and other funding sources to support Interfaith Design initiatives 
and programs that might include:

- Design competitions
- Webinars and podcasts
- Awards programs

- Develop and coordinate business plan with other ID committee chairs

RESPONSIBILITIES:
- Develop and maintain annual Budget in alignment with Interfaith programs, 

goals and objectives
- Manage spreadsheet to track sponsorship leads & contacts
- Seek and coordinate sponsorships for Interfaith Design website

Peter Gaito, AIA
Peter F. Gaito & Associates

White Plains, NY



Past Chair

Stephen Pickard, FAIA
GFF Architects

Dallas, TX

MISSION, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:
- Provide continuity between past, present and future ID Chairs
- Serve as an Advisor to present and future ID Chairs
- Serve as an Advisor to the current sub – Committee Chairs
- Continue to be an Advocate for Interfaith Design to AIA members, design 

professionals, artists, artisans and clergy
- Promote diversity and expand ID membership to include more artists, 

artisans and clergy



Industry Professional
We are looking to fill this position.



AIA Liaison
GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
- Director, Knowledge Communities under the Knowledge & Practice 

Department of the AIA
- Primary point of contact for five Knowledge Community leadership groups 

and liaison regarding AIA policies and governance
- Responsible for high-level volunteer and resource management, strategic and 

programmatic planning, and budget management

Isabella Rosse
AIA

Washington, DC



2023 Leadership

Chair: Michael Janaskie
Design:
Media & Knowledge Resources: Andrew Witek
Membership: 
Development Finance: Peter Gaito
Industry Professional:
Past Chair: Douglas Hanson
AIA Liaison: Isabella Rosse

Jacquelyn Block

Elisabeth Bakker Johnson



Q&A



VOLUNTEERS COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP CONTACT
Rachel Hernandez MEDIA Andrew Witek: Andrew.m.witek@gmail.com

Kennedy Colombo KNOWLEDGE RESOURCES Andrew Witek: Andrew.m.witek@gmail.com
Cameron T. Bird KNOWLEDGE RESOURCES Andrew Witek: Andrew.m.witek@gmail.com
Rebekah Coffman KNOWLEDGE RESOURCES Andrew Witek: Andrew.m.witek@gmail.com

Jacquelyn Block DESIGN Michael Janaskie: Michael.janaskie@novusarchitects.com
Andrew Beyea DESIGN Michael Janaskie: Michael.janaskie@novusarchitects.com

Matthew Niermann DESIGN Michael Janaskie: Michael.janaskie@novusarchitects.com
Zaib Momin DESIGN Michael Janaskie: Michael.janaskie@novusarchitects.com
Jonathan Capp DESIGN Michael Janaskie: Michael.janaskie@novusarchitects.com

Elisabeth Bakker Johnson MEMBERSHIP Douglas Hanson: Dhanson@hansonla.com

Narod Dilekoglu MEMBERSHIP Douglas Hanson: Dhanson@hansonla.com

Next Steps



Thank You!


