
HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SAN JACINTO MEMORIAL BUILDING

Site Plan

The 3-story San Jacinto Memorial Building is approximately 180,000 
SF and was originally built in 1914 with major additions in the 1920’s 
and 1930’s.  The scope of the project was to renovate the building, 
replace all MEP systems and restore the exterior of the building back to 
its original design.

Additions include locker rooms, facilities, new stairs, new MEP and IT 
systems.  Renovations include interior finishes as the majority of the 
original building was demolished back to the building structure, a new 
state-of-the-art Cardio/Wellness Center,  building components, and 
the existing windows were replaced with new modern energy efficient 
historically appropriate windows.  The exterior two-tone masonry coating 
was removed, restoring the cast stone masonry and limestone.  
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Main Entry
Photo by: Mike McCormick

Restored
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Project Images



Main Elevation
Historic Photo Archive

Original Entry ~1920’s

Main Elevation
Historic Photo Archive

Original Building ~1914



Main Entry
Photo by: BRW Architects

Existing Condition



Courtyard View
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Process: Restoration

Courtyard Wing
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Process: Restoration



Detail
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Existing Condition

Colonnade
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Original Building ~1914



Cornice Detail
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Restored

Cornice Detail
Photo by: BRW Architects

Process: Restoration



Existing Courtyard Facade Conditions
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Courtyard Elevation
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Main Elevation
Photo by: Mike Hatcher

Process: Restoration

Restored



Stair Tower, Detail 
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Process: Restoration

Stair Tower 
Photo by: Mike McCormick

Restored



Interior Demolition
Photo by: BRW Architects

Process: Demolition

Historic Balcony Seating, Auditorium
Photo by: BRW Architects

Existing Condition



Gymnasium
Photo by: Mike McCormick

Renovated



Process: Demolition Auditorium
Photo by: BRW Architects
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HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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500 Words

2014 Preservation Texas Honor Awards
Category: Historic Restoration Award
Location: Houston, Texas

Originally constructed in 1914 and recently restored to its early nineteenth century aesthetic, the HCC San Jacinto 
Building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in January of 2013.  The historic exterior had become 
almost unrecognizable with multiple colored coatings that obscured the detail of the limestone carving.  Original wooden 
sash windows and doors had been replaced with fixed aluminum frames in the 1970’s, changing the appearance 
significantly.  This work damaged the decorative copper panels and associated flashing contributing further to facade 
water infiltration.  Over the years, multiple interior renovations eliminated much of the historic character as well.

The interior and exterior restorations made were primarily guided by photographic evidence.  Exterior restoration 
removed multiple coatings, cleaned and re-pointed the stone and brick facades bringing the decorative detail back 
into view.  Existing historic windows covered by an addition in the 1960’s were restored and all windows were replaced 
with new historically appropriate windows.  New entry doors  were installed, and the main entry stair and second floor 
conservatory fountain were restored.   The few historic interior elements that remained such as historic light fixtures and 
terrazzo flooring in the second floor conservatory and the original seating in the auditorium balcony were restored.

Requiring multiple minor additions to accommodate life safety and accessibility requirements, the building is consistent 
with restoration standards.  The building continues to function as a classroom building with portions housing the 
administrative offices of Houston Community College.   With the exception of the remaining historic elements, the 
conservatory, the gym and the auditorium; complete interior reconstruction was required as the entire interior was 
altered over the years and finishes had decayed due to lack of maintenance and water infiltration.  All MEP, life safety 
and communications systems required replacement.

The building opened in 1914 as one of Houston’s first Junior High Schools and was converted to San Jacinto High 
School in 1926.  With alumni such as Walter Cronkite (’33) and Former Mayor of Houston Kathryn Whitmire (’64 Jones 
Scholar), San Jacinto High School played a prominent role in the development of the Houston educational system.   The 
original building is a symmetrical, three story neoclassical style block dominated by engaged monumental Doric columns 
with prominent Art Deco towers connected the flanking classical style wing additions (1928, 1936).  

Significant Dates:  original 1914; primary additions 1928, 1936; gymnasium 1928; band practice building 1951

Exterior and interior restoration of selected elements with interior reconstruction completed in 2013.  

Listed on National Register in 2013.

Sensitive restoration brings this resource back to life after years of deferred maintenance, inappropriate modifications 
and damage by the elements.  With education as well as architecture as the main areas of significance, the building 
retains its integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, and association while serving new generations of 
students with state of the art classrooms as well as housing the Houston Community College administration. 








