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Course Description 
With five new major courthouses in the last 15 years, the State of Hawaii 
Judiciary is addressing many unique and emerging needs in Hawaii, as 
well as leading the country in a number of best practices. 
The mission of the Judiciary extends to helping individuals, families and 
communities impacted by the procedures in the courts.  From this mission 
come specialized Drug, Girls, Veterans, Mental Health and DWI courts; the 
Hawaii Opportunity Probation with Enforcement program preferring 
probation over jail time; Access to Justice Program; and eCourt Kokua for 
judicial accessibility. 
Hawaii’s history (from monarchy to modern multi-ethnic society), distinct 
island communities, tradition of openness, high proportion of extended 
families, and very high construction and operational costs lead to unique 
judicial operations and facilities. 
This interactive panel of Judiciary leaders and Hawaii courthouse architect 
will illustrate Hawaii-specific best practices with case studies of historical 
and recent courthouses. 



Learning Objectives 
1. Participants will gain detailed knowledge of the programs and client needs for specialty 

courts, such as Family, Drug, Girls, Veterans, and Mental Health, to inform the design of 
courtrooms with flexibility for specialty uses, based on examples in State of Hawaii 
courthouses. 

2. Participants will be able to analyze the operational and facility trade-offs between community 
goals of an Open and Caring Society and increasingly complex security requirements, based 
on State of Hawaii courthouses, for application elsewhere given each community's balance 
of values and requirements. 

3. Participants will be able to identify the impact of Hawaii's history from monarchy to 
contemporary multi-ethnic society and the impact of the geography of distinct island 
communities on the evolution of the unified State Judiciary and its courthouses, through 
historical and contemporary courthouse examples. 

4. Participants will be able to deconstruct and analyze the conventional courthouse through the 
"mobile court" concept, which aims to provide judicial services in needy communities, such 
as homeless communities, to break the vicious cycle of citation, inability to attend court 
hearings, and bench warrant issuance. Understanding the court without walls reveals the 
essence of the courthouse functions and purposes. 
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HAWAII HISTORY TIMELINE

1778 - 1848
Contact to Mahele

1848 - 1893
Mahele to Overthrow

1893 - 1941
Annexation to WWII

1941 - 1959
WWII to Statehood

1959 - Present
Statehood to Today



JUDICIAL HISTORY IN HAWAII

Early Courts
Kakuanaoa, Governor of Oahu, 
held court in his house at the 
Honolulu Fort. The Governor heard 
trials of Hawaiians, Honolulu’s 
foreign merchants, and riotous 
sailors.
The first constitution (1840) set up 
a court system with district and tax 
courts throughout the islands and 
a Supreme Court presided over by 
the King and Kuhina Nui (Premier).
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HANA, MAUI
 

WAIALUA, OAHU



RURAL DISTRICT COURTS

KOHALA, KAPA’AU, HAWAI’I
[L]  KOHALA, KAPA’AUA, HAWAI’I
[R]  LAHAINA, MAUI
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COURTHOUSE FLOOR PLANS 
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MISSION OF THE HAWAII STATE JUDICIARY

The mission of 
the Judiciary, as 
an independent 
branch of 
government, is 
to administer 
justice in an 
impartial, efficient 
and accessible 
manner in 
accordance with 
the law.



FIRST SLIDE TITLE

Abner Paki Hale 
Kaneohe, Oahu 
AM Partners 
2003

Hale Kaulike 
Hilo, Hawai’i 

Durrant Media Five 
2009

Pu‘uhonua Kaulike
Lihu‘e, Kauai 
Anbe, Aruga & Ishizu 
Architects 
2005

Ronald T Y Moon 
Judiciary Complex

Kapolei, O’ahu
AHL 
2010

Kona Courthouse
Kona, Hawai’i

AHL 
2019



MEANING AND CULTURE
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COMMUNITY



MULTICULTURAL



VISITOR INDUSTRY



SPECIALIZATION COURTS

Courts in the Community
Drug Court
DWI Court
Environmental Courts
Girls Court
HOPE Probation
Mental Health Court
Veterans Treatment Court



TECHNOLOGY
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