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Summary

• In partnership with the AAJ University Outreach Committee, Gregory 
Luhan, PhD, a full professor and Associate Dean at the University of 
Kentucky, College of Design, collaborated with the Association for 
Learning Environments (A4LE) to explore learning environments 
within juvenile facilities. Students in Dr. Luhan’s studio sought 
innovative and research-driven design solutions for educational 
programs and settings that encourages entrepreneurship and allows 
juvenile offenders to gain skills, training, and assets, equipping the 
youth to pursue an alternative lifestyle, beyond the one from which 
they came.
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AIA/CES Compliance Statement

“AIA Knowledge” is a Registered Provider with The American Institute of 
Architects Continuing Education Systems (AIA/CES).  Credit(s) earned on 
completion of this program will be reported to AIA/CES for AIA members.  
Certificates of Completion for both AIA members and non-AIA members are 
available upon request.

This program is registered with AIA/CES for continuing professional education.  
As such, it does not include content that may be deemed or construed to be an 
approval or endorsement by the AIA of any material of construction or any 
method or manner of handling, using, distributing, or dealing in any material or 
product.  

Questions related to specific materials, methods, and services will be addressed 
at the conclusion of this presentation.



AIA/CES Reporting Details

All attendees will be eligible to receive AIA continuing education 
for attending this course by completing the electronic form sent 
via email after the conference.

Continuing education questions can be directed to aaj@aia.org. 



Course Description

This panel presentation, which complements an exhibit, explores how 
the student projects respond to various site conditions, incorporate high-
performance features, and offer accessible, activity-based, sensory-rich, 
developmentally appropriate and flexible environments – all designed to 
address the special needs of incarcerated youth. The student’s ideas 
and innovative concepts offers a fresh perspective:  transforming a 
juvenile facility with education classrooms into a specialized educational 
facility for incarcerated youth.



Learning Outcomes

1. Participants will be able to identify 21st century learning 
spaces across a variety of sites and topics.

2. Participants will be able to recognize benefits of an iterative 
process to develop a solution addressing gaps in the system.

3. Participants will be able to recognize innovative solutions that 
connect youth to community resources and experts in 
emerging industries.

4. Participants will be able to explain an innovative design 
solution utilizing sustainable practices in a developmentally 
appropriate and multi-sensory environment.
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A4LE
Mission & Vision
The Association for Learning Environments is a professional non-profit association whose sole mission 
is improving the places where children learn.

The Association for Learning Environments believes that:
• Facilities impact the learning, development and behavior of the facility user;
• The planning process is essential for quality facilities;
• Sharing and networking improves the planning process; and
• There is a standard by which to measure.

History:
The Association for Learning Environments was first established in 1921 as the National Council on 
Schoolhouse Construction (NCSC) then becoming Council of Education Facility Planners International 
(CEFPI) in 1971. It took its current name in 2015 

Mission:
The Association for Learning Environments is the primary advocate and resource for effective 
educational facilities. We serve those who use, plan, design, construct, maintain, equip and operate 
educational facilities.

Vision:
The Association for Learning Environments is the advocate for excellence in student learning 
environments.



A4LE + University of Kentucky
Partnership
The Association for Learning Environments (A4LE) and the University of Kentucky College of Design 
created an innovative partnership to support the study, research, and project development of 21st

Century Learning Environments. The intent is to support the alignment of student design passions with 
real-world projects and to develop solutions at a scale that can foster discovery and innovation. This 
partnership has enabled research in the areas of special needs, performing arts, creative arts, culinary 
arts, entrepreneurship, agriculture, and STEM/STEAM education. 

Scholarships:
The A4LE Architecture Studio Awards consisting of $1,000 and $500 stipends are given each semester 
to two (2) College of Design third-year architecture studio students who demonstrate excellence in 
design focused on learning environments. The Gift shall be used to fund the Awards during the 2016-
2017, 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 academic years.

The Awards shall be presented to the two (2) students whose work best meet the following criteria, as 
determined by Jury:
a. Design research – problem solving.
b. Design Iteration – data collection and analysis.
c. Data evaluation – integrative learning
d. Communication – written and graphic.
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Panel Discussion
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