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Code Changes

Chris Decareau AIA 
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Inc. 
San Francisco

Pay for your junior staff to take code classes offered by many community colleges. This impresses on them the full dimension of the code, and pays dividends year after year in design, less redesign, and averted disasters in the field. In this way, your junior staff can perform interactive QC at the drafting board and in the field. They are more likely to be able to defend design choices during contract administration to both contractors and building inspectors, who often have different interpretations than plan checkers.
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Code Search Methodology and Process

Rowland J. Mitchell, AIA/CSI

Progressive AE
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
The following basic factors with respect to codes must always be kept in mind:

1. Codes, in general, establish minimum standards. They are not absolute. It is our responsibility to go beyond minimum code requirements if, in our professional judgment, we feel it is appropriate to do so.

2. Agencies having jurisdiction exist for basically the same reason as registered design professionals do, to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.

3. A project should always be reviewed, permitted, inspected, and certified for occupancy under the same edition of the code. Never pick and choose the best provisions from different code editions, and don’t let the reviewing agency do it either.

4. In some jurisdictions, two codes may be used. For example, the building department may use the International Building Code and the fire department may use the International Fire Code. In such cases, the more restrictive provisions must be used.

Fire underwriters such as IRI or FM may have specific requirements beyond the code for a facility that they may insure. Keep in mind that such regulations are designed primarily to minimize the risk of insured loss, whereas the codes are primarily designed to protect people.
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David C. Hughes, AIA

David C. Hughes Architects

Columbus, Ohio
Most practitioners in the North and Northeast are required to deal with energy issues daily. In many jurisdictions it is mandated as part of the building code. In Ohio, all buildings are required to be designed and constructed in compliance with the applicable provisions of ASHRAE 90.1 or the requirements of the International Energy Conservation Code. The building code provides numerous prescriptive packages for minimum compliance. However, there are other tools that are available to help in this process. While at the AIA 2003 National Convention in San Diego, I learned that many architects in other parts of the country are not under these requirements and are therefore not aware of minimum standards that should be used for energy conservation. There are two software programs available, and acceptable as evidence of compliance, that every architect should have to evaluate the performance of residential and commercial designs. ComCheck for commercial projects and ResCheck for residential projects can be found at http://www.energycodes.gov. These are free downloads and extremely easy to use.
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Jim Vinson, AIA

James T. Vinson, Architect

Raleigh, N.C. 
I worked for a public agency for a decade. Over many years, I saw a lot of people anguish over meeting absolute minimum building code standards. Budget and good design seldom require this. Ask yourself some questions: Could anyone get trapped in a fire in my design? If I were in a wheelchair, could I use the facility with ease? The most important consideration is to hire a code consultant. It's easier than becoming an expert and cheaper than taking on a full time employee to serve in that capacity.

