
H-1B Visa Application Caps Have Filled Up 

Quickly Since FY2013

Days Since Application Period Opens for H-1B Visa Cap to Fill, FY2004-FY2016

Sources: H1Base, “H1B Visa Quota and Cap Systems Explained,” 2015; Becky Munscher and Silas Ruiz-Steele, “2016 H-1B Cap Reached – Alterantives to the H-1B Visa Category,” JDSupra Business Advisor, April 15, 2015; John Higley, John P. Niewenhuysen, 

and Stine Neerup, “Immigration and the Financial Crisis, The United States and Australia Compared,” P. 165, Edward Eglar Publishing, 2011.

Analysis

• The cap of 85,000 visas for H-IB workers has filled up rapidly in the past three fiscal year cycles, with the cap being reached within 6 

days from the opening application date of April 1

• In the years following the 2008 recession, companies were not in a rush to apply for H-1B Visas

• In FY2011, the cap was not met until January of the following year
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