
The respectful repurposing of a landmark 
Venturi, Scott Brown and Associates (VSBA)

DECORATED SHED
provides a new home for Drexel University’s 
College of Media Arts and Design (CoMAD). 
Though the building is not protected by any 
preservation guidelines and the original archi-
tects are still practicing, the designers under-
stood the importance of honoring this early 
example of modern mannerism in the design 
of the adaptive reuse. 

To transform the former 130,000 square-foot 
office building and 13,000 square-foot annex 
(once a daycare center), the design concept 
embraces the realities of the shed—a cost-ef-
fective, four-story commercial box. Key goals 
driving the project include bringing together 
disparate CoMAD departments (including ar-
chitecture and interior design, digital media, 
entertainment and arts enterprises, fashion 
design and merchandising, graphic design, 
and product design) in one location and en-
couraging cross-collaboration between dis-
ciplines. To both meet the client’s goals and 
honor VSBA’s decorated shed, the design 
concept focuses on respecting the original 
intent, making more with less, and offering 
adaptable spaces for learning.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
150,696 SF (adaptive reuse + addition)

$46,100,000 (project total)
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1100 SF
Cafe'

1650 SF
Faculty + Staff Commons

263 SF
Server Room

180 SF
Storage

183 SF
Work / Study Office

174 SF
Systems Administrator

150 SF
Web Developer

199 SF
Office - Dept Head

177 SF
Office - Asst Dept Head

80 SF
Office - Faculty 1

220 SF
Office - Adjunct (shared)

250 SF
Reception / Waiting

250 SF
Conference

200 SF
Workroom / Supplies

200 SF
Slide Room

538 SF
Plotting / Printing

727 SF

Studio / Teaching Space
(Medium)

320 SF
Student Lounge

12047 SF
Studios

484 SF
Digital Classroom

534 SF
Drafting Classroom

616 SF
Media Lab

647 SF
Model Building

147 SF
Faculty Office 1

190 SF
TA Shared Office

634 SF
Seminar Room

1400 SF

Motion Capture Shooting
Studio

199 SF
Dept Head

1400 SF

Fashion Design Studio -
Large 1

570 SF
Computer Lab

177 SF

Ass't Department Head /
Program Director1000 SF

Mixed Studio

619 SF
Media Lab

409 SF
Seminar Room

625 SF
Knitting Lab

250 SF
Conference Room

275 SF

Historic Costume Faculty
Office

1316 SF
Costume Storage

576 SF
Study / Conservation

1100 SF

Historic Costume
Exhibition

199 SF
Dept Head

125 SF
Administrative Assistant

180 SF
Adjunct Faculty Office

177 SF

Ass't Department Head /
Program director

147 SF
Faculty Office 1

100 SF
Reception / Waiting

250 SF
Conference Room

110 SF
Storage

383 SF
Product Library

1009 SF
Media Lab

330 SF
Lockers

5500 SF
Pearlstein Gallery

196 SF
Manager's Office

440 SF
Storage

2500 SF
Theater

600 SF
Dressing Room

75 SF
Lockers

987 SF
Product Library

635 SF
Seminar 1

500 SF
Dept Storage 1

32138 SF

ARCHITECTURE +
INTERIOR DESIGN

6379 SF
CINEMA + TELEVISION

20144 SF

FASHION + DESIGN
AND MERCHANDISING

11423 SF
SHARED SPACE

1045 SF

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

6136 SF
ART + ART HISTORY

3988 SF
PRODUCT DESIGN

8263 SF
MEDIA ARTS

1056 SF
Graduate Studio

7816 SF

ENTERTAINMENT +
ARTS ENTERPRISE

512 SF

Student Services -
Reception Waiting

255 SF
Deans Office

142 SF

Asst Director of
Communications and

Events

375 SF
Conference Room

145 SF
College Scheduler

229 SF

Associate Dean Academic
Affiars

142 SF

Director of
Communications and

Events 250 SF
Workroom / Supplies

492 SF

Student Services -
Advisor's Office

123 SF

Recruitment/Retentiona
Specialist

198 SF
Director Student Services

120 SF
Kitchenette

4462 SF

COLLEGE
ADMINISTRATION

135 SF
Deans Secretary

133 SF
Director Recruitment

229 SF

Associate Dean Finance
Facilities Ops

144 SF
Director Admin Services

118 SF
Scholar in Residence

240 SF
Reception Waiting

75 SF
College Archives

3411 SF

Evening Studio / Crit
Space

1003 SF

Studio Teaching Space
(Large)

90 SF
Trash/Sink/Recycling

180 SF
Flat File Storage

177 SF
Office - Program Director

134 SF
Office - Asst to Dept Head

647 SF
Shared Making Space

177 SF

Asst. Department Head /
Program Director

110 SF
Adjunct Faculty Office

125 SF
Administrative Assistant

20 SF
Display

10 SF
Trash/Recycling

1030 SF
Media Lab

140 SF
Render Farm

320 SF
Lounge

199 SF
Department Head

177 SF
Ass't Department Head

177 SF
Program Director

147 SF
Faculty Office 1

220 SF
Adjunct Faculty Office

147 SF
Studio Manager

101 SF
Graduate Assistants

61 SF

Arts Administration
Graduate Association

61 SF
Institute 113 SF

MadDragon Enterprises

1009 SF
MIDI Computer Studio 1

764 SF
MIDI Computer Studio 2

1768 SF
Multi Media Classroom

315 SF
Reception / Waiting

200 SF
Work Room / Supplies

320 SF
Student Lounge

150 SF
Storage / Repair

1400 SF

Fashion Design Studio
Large 2

1400 SF

Fashion Design Studio
Large 3

800 SF

Fashion Design Studio -
Small 1

800 SF

Fashion Design Studio -
Small 2

500 SF
Dept Storage 2

177 SF
Program Director

147 SF
Faculty Office 1

220 SF
Adjunct Faculty Office

113 SF
Lab Technician

125 SF
Administravie Coordinator

177 SF
Ass't Dept Head

250 SF
Reception / Waiting

150 SF
Work Room / Supplies

300 SF

Specialized Technology
Lab

400 SF
Wet Dyeing Lab

555 SF
Wet/Clean Lab

300 SF
Retail

20 SF

Historic Costume Entry /
Security

634 SF
D+M Classroom 1

634 SF
D+M Classroom 2

800 SF
D+M Studio 2

1400 SF
D+M Studio 1

800 SF
Drawing Studio

40 SF
Kitchenette

210 SF
Work Room / Supplies

40 SF
Faculty Library

410 SF
Plotting / Printing

919 SF
Studio Teaching Space 1

449 SF
Critique Space 1

1227 SF
Composition Lab

221 SF
Adjunct Faculty Office

1200 SF
Prototyping Studio (Shop)

2750 SF
Student Lounge

1320 SF
Student Lockers

500 SF
COMAD Storage

130 SF
Theater Office

550 SF
Conference Room

POTENTIAL SHARED SPACES
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1 PROGRAM ANALYSIS - SHARING

Floor 01
Market Street

33124 SF

Market St
GSF - FL01

Market Street - Total GSF = 132.496 sf

13421 SF

Filbert St
GSF - FL01

Building Total GSF per Level :

Floor 01
Filbert Street

33124 SF

Market St
GSF - FL02

33124 SF

Market St
GSF - FL03

33124 SF

Market St
GSF - FL04

Market & Filbert - Total GSF = 145.917 sf

3908 SF

College
Administration

595 SF

Information
Technology

17023 SF

Westphal COMAD
Shared Spaces

28586 SF

Architecture +
Interior Design

9561 SF

Cinema + Television
(Digital Media)

2078 SF

University Data
Center

11815 SF

Media Arts
(Graphic Design)

6092 SF

Art + Art History
(Gallery)

6687 SF
Product Design

15555 SF
Building Support

8424 SF

Entertainment + Arts
Enterprise

23141 SF

Fashion + Design &
Merchandising

30% Grossing factor

18720 SF

Link from Market
Street to Filbert

Floor 02
Market Street

Floor 03
Market Street

Floor 04
Market Street

2500 SF

Filbert Street Infill of
Courtyard

1200 SF

Filbert Street
Addition

PROGRAM - Total NSF = 133.465 sf

PROGRAM - Total GSF = 173.504 sf

Westphal College of Media Arts and Design
RECOMMENDED Program (NSF) :

RECOMMENDED PROGRAM - Total NSF = 117.379 sf

RECOMMENDED PROGRAM - Total GSF = 152.593 sf

30% Grossing factor

6.676 sf

27.587 sf

GSF = 33.220 sf

REQUESTED PROGRAM vs RECOMMENDED PROGRAM

24.3% Grossing factor

9.3% Grossing factor

10800 SF

Market Street 12 bay
Roof Addition

30413 SF

Market St
NSF - FL01

30477 SF

Market St
NSF - FL02

30476 SF

Market St
NSF - FL03

30406 SF

Market St
NSF - FL04

12590 SF

Filbert St
NSF - FL01

Building Total NSF per Level
(excludes vertical circulation):

Market and Filbert St - Total NSF = 134.362 sf

Market St- Total NSF = 121.722 sf

7.9% Grossing factor

3908 SF

College
Administration

595 SF

Information
Technology

21970 SF

Architecture +
Interior Design

3892 SF

Art + Art History
(Gallery)

9473 SF

Cinema + Televison
(Digital Media)

7279 SF

Entertainment + Arts
Enterprise

23141 SF

Fashion + Design &
Merchandising

5973 SF
Product Design

688 SF

University Data
Center

13997 SF

Westphal COMAD
Shared Spaces

15555 SF
Building Support

10909 SF

Media Arts
(Graphic Design)

7/9/2009 11:53:29 AM

requested vs. recommended program sizes, adjacencies, and sharing program test-fit options

programming diagrams

MAKING MORE WITH LESS

new atrium & mezzanines



shared making lab

office space before learning space after
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architecture & interior design graphic design

entertainment & arts enterprises digital media

fashion & design merchandising product design

program



90° 135° 180°

lobby space adapted for multiple uses (i.e., cafe seating, pop-up retail shop, and lounge area)lobby space adapted into rooms

ADAPTABLE SPACES FOR LEARNING



mezzanine space adapted for presentation/critique



connection/collaboration space adapted for gallery/exhibition



annex connection to shed
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  #    annex main level          connection/collaboration     south to shed     #M  shed mezzanine level          atrium cut~



annex art gallery




