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21ST CENTURY LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS BLUR THE BOUNDARY 
BETWEEN FUN, PLAY, WONDER AND INFORMATION ACCESS 
 

Melding examples from museums, schools, hospitals and public gardens, this 
webinar looks at multi sensory environments that are tuned to contemporary 
cultural sustainability.  

 

Examples will be shared that shift learning from secondary to primary sources, 
show case multi sensory experiential out door environments, connect institutional 
grounds (and roofs!) to local communities, demonstrate educational wayfinding, 
environmental navigation and encourage landscapes for all learning styles and 
ages.  

   

CAE Alternative Learning Environments Webinar Series 
2012-2013 

 



ACCESSING AUDIO AND HANDOUT 

For audio, please listen through your computer or refer to your registration 

confirmation to listen by phone. 

 

The handout of this presentation is located on the CAE website at www.aia.org/cae 

on the webinar resources page. 

 

http://www.aia.org/cae
http://network.aia.org/CommitteeonArchitectureforEducation/Home/WebinarResources


REPORT CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT 

The continuing education survey link will be:  

1.Posted in the GoToWebinar “questions” box at the end of this webinar. 

2.Shown in the final slides of this webinar, and  

3.Emailed to attendees 60 minutes following the webinar. 

. 
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recess a place to let off steam and engage in unproductive 

play before returning to 

 

 the “learning” environment indoors 
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 almost 50% of US K12 population bussed to school 
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nature deprived 

 we spend 90% of our lives indoors 
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• Outdoor environments provide a 

critical opportunity to address 

contemporary challenges 
 

childhood obesity 

preoccupation with electronic media 

restriction from open-ended outdoor “free” play 

time 

disconnection from nature 
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• Outdoor environments provide a critical 
opportunity to connect with National 
Environmental Education Standards and 
„leave no child inside‟ 

 

experience of living systems 

exploration of interdependency 

full sensory learning 

fresh air 

movement 

wonder 
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School Yard Habitat, Curriculum Map, GLOBE Program 

School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, University of Arizona 

 

learn about everything 
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21 be an explorer of the world 



explore new learning experiences 
From How to Be An Explorer of the World: Portable Life Museum, Keri Smith, 2008 
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explore new places to learn 
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24 
lack of design 

c 2009 Child Educational Center 



25 
lack of design 

c 2009 Child Educational Center 



26 
26 

climbers are not a playscape 
c 2009 Child Educational Center 



27 3 layout c 2009 Child Educational Center 



28 
28 

inappropriate design   c 2009 Child Educational Center 



29 
29 

inappropriate design   c 2009 Child Educational Center 



centralized layout 



31 
31 

centralized layout 
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Going Outside to Natural Playscapes 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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learning landscapes 
 

Cultivating Outdoor Classrooms 

 + outdoor environment 

 + teacher education and 

activities 

 + children education and 

activities 

 

http://www.saic.edu
http://www.saic.edu
http://STUDIO1032.com
http://www.NEXT.cc


41 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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roy’s image here 

 

Roy Diblik 
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teacher education and activities 
c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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c 2009 Child Educational Center 



53 
teachers teaching in outdoor classrooms 



54 
supported, collected, tested, directed c 2009 Child Educational Center 



55 
teachers designing outdoor classrooms NEXT.cc 



56 
teachers learning outdoors NEXT.cc 
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teachers know names of clouds 
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teachers know names of birds 



59 

teachers know names of trees 



60 

teachers know names of plants 



61 

teachers know names of animals 



62 

teachers know names of insects 



63 

teachers know types of soils 
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66 1 adjacency c 2009 Child Educational Center 



67 1 adjacency c 2009 Child Educational Center 



68 1 adjacency 



69 1 adjacency c 2009 Child Educational Center 



70 1 adjacency c 2009 Child Educational Center 



71 1 adjacency c 2009 Child Educational Center 



72 1 adjacency 

play  in the dirt 
Berlin Natural Playgrounds 



73 1 adjacency Roy Diblik 



74 1 adjacency c Roy Diblik 



2 Space 

75 
700 sf    2,500 sf             5,000 sf 

1-12 months 

12-24 months 

Pre- School 



76 3 layout: open space c 2009 Child Educational Center 



77 3 layout: open space 

central open space 
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82 3 layout: flexible space  c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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84 3 layout: flexible space  c 2009 Child Educational Center 



85 3 layout: flexible space  c 2009 Child Educational Center 



86 3 layout: flexible space  

Imagination Playground David Rockwell KaBoom 

http://imaginationplayground.com/photos/ 

c 2009 Child Educational Center 



87 4 separation of activities 



88 4 separation of activities c 2009 Child Educational Center 



89 4 separation of activities c 2009 Child Educational Center 

 



90 4 separation of activities c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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92 4 separation of activities c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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94 5 completeness 
STUDIO 1032 ARCHITECTURE and Environmental Design 



95 5 completeness Roy Diblik 



96 5 completeness c 2009 Child Educational Center 



97 5 completeness c 2009 Child Educational Center 



98 5 completeness c 2009 Child Educational Center 



99 5 completeness c 2009 Child Educational Center 



100 5 completeness c 2009 Child Educational Center 



101 5 completeness c 2009 Child Educational Center 



102 6 materials + equipment c 2009 Child Educational Center 



103 6 materials + equipment c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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106 7 storage c 2009 Child Educational Center 



107 7 storage c 2009 Child Educational Center 



108 7 storage c 2009 Child Educational Center 



109 8 challenge c 2009 Child Educational Center 



110 8 challenge c 2009 Child Educational Center 



111 8 challenge c 2009 Child Educational Center 



112 8 challenge 
c 2009 Child Educational Center 



113 8 challenge c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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115 9 nature 
STUDIO 1032 ARCHITECTURE and Environmental Design 



116 9 nature 
Roy Diblik 

Northwind Perennial Farm  
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121 9 nature c 2009 Child Educational Center 



122 9 nature c 2009 Child Educational Center 



123 9 nature 

 

c 2009 Child Educational Center 



124 9 nature c 2009 Child Educational Center 



125 9 nature c 2009 Child Educational Center 



126 9 nature c 2009 Child Educational Center 



127 9 nature c 2009 Child Educational Center 

 



128 9 nature c 2009 Child Educational Center 



129 9 nature Roy Diblik 



130 10 philosophy c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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132 10 philosophy 

 

c 2009 Child Educational Center 



133 
c 2009 Child Educational Center 



134 10 philosophy c 2009 Child Educational Center 
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Evaluation + Assessment 

learning landscapes 
 
Cultivating Outdoor Classrooms 
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To receive AIA/CES credit for this event complete the online survey with CE 
form on page 2 provided at the end of the webinar.   
 
The survey closes at 11:30 pm ET on Monday, September 17, 2012. For 
questions contact:  Knowledge Communities | 
knowledgecommunities@aia.org 

 

Complete the Online Webinar Survey and CE Form  

 

mailto:knowledgecommunities@aia.org

