






























My designs are 
 the result  
of many 

CONSTRAI
NTS 

I wish my  
designs would  

be the  
result of  

POTENT
IAL 



 Site Design 
 Demise of Vernacular 
Expression in the Context of a 
Global Economy 
 Sustainability 

 Architecture 





 Property Boundaries 
 Zoning regulations – Set Backs 
Wetland Laws & Set Backs 
Utility Easement 
 Roads & Access Requirements 
 Agricultural Laws 
 Client Preferences 
 Time 













 Reconciling edges 
 Transforming flows 
 Stacked functions 
 Stewardship vs. Ownership 

 

…Seeing things differently 







Method of cost/benefit analysis 
Perception of choice 
Lack of education 
Evolving technology 
Complexity of design process 

 



Equilibrium with earth 
Personal health 
Lifestyle simplicity 
Less cost 



How many KWH’S are in a cheeseburger? 

















































 Professional division of labor 
 Divergence of ‘craft’ to ‘assembly’ 
 Inadequate training 
 Lack of interest 
 Acceptance of global mediocrity as the cost of 

efficiency  



 Ability of material and design to elevate one another 
 Expression of place and time 
 Lower transportation costs 



 I will spend 10 hours per week being a craftsman, 
which I believe will inform my ability to design things 
with vernacular expression.  









































The ‘MAKERS’ journey 
facilitates vernacular 

expression 







Architecture  



 Pretension 
 Competition 
 Investment 
 Budget 
 Committee Review 
Mortality 
Design Complexity 
 Time 



Material 
 Proportion 
 Texture 
 Color 
 Enclosure – Vastness 
 Stillness – Movement 
 Sound – Silence 
 Lightness - Darkness 



Get out of my ‘comfort zone’ 
 
Every month…no exception…as 

long as I am alive…take a trip to 
look at architecture.  Pick a TOPIC 
for every trip 



Ridiculous 
Buildings  

























































































 
We all have professional and personal 
comfort zones.  We need to get out of 

them as often as possible.  



Studio 1 
Studio 99 





















 “I need a beautiful, well built house, completed in eight 
weeks from now for eighty dollars per square ft.” 
               - the client 























 It didn’t hurt 
 Lots of fun along the way 
 Highly recommended 

 
 
 
 

 
Thanks for listening… 
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