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This program is registered with the AIA/CES for continuing 

professional education. As such, it does not include content that 

may be deemed or construed to constitute approval, sponsorship 

or endorsement by the AIA of any method, product, service, 

enterprise or organization. The statements expressed by 

speakers, panelists, and other participants reflect their own views 

and do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of The 

American Institute of Architects or of AIA components, or those of 

their respective officers, directors, members, employees, or other 

organizations, groups or individuals associated with them. 

Questions related to specific products, publications, and services 

may be addressed at the conclusion of this presentation. 
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Learning Objectives 
 1.Assess the value of architects in strategic 

city planning. 

 

2.Discuss best practices in urban design of 

one of the world’s greatest cities. 

 

3.Recognize how design excellence can 

affect and improve the lives of ordinary 

citizens in densely populated settings. 



David Burney, FAIA 
Commissioner 

New York City Department of Design and 
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Speaker 
 



South Bronx, New York City, 1975 
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Moving from a Mechanistic to a Biological view of the city. 
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“You can 

measure the 

health of a city by 

the vitality and 

energy of its 

streets and public 

spaces. “    

                                          
William H. Whyte 

Design and Management of Public Spaces 



   We tend to think of cities in terms of their buildings, but in fact we 

spend far more time OUTSIDE those buildings than inside.  

     The space between buildings can be SLOAP (“Space Left Over After 

Planning”), or it can be properly designed to improve the quality of 

life in our cities.  

 

The space between buildings can be SLOAP 

(“Space Left Over After Planning”), or it can 

be properly designed to improve the quality 

of life in our cities.  
 

 

Design and Management of Public Space 



Public awareness of the importance 

of public space is growing……. 



Public space 

planning is 

already an 

active issue in 

city planning. 

 

 

A goal of New 

York City’s 

PlaNYC - 

Provide a park 

within a 10 

minute walk 

of every 

resident. 



 

“In the 21st 

Century 

street, cars, 

pedestrians 

and cyclists 

all share an 

integrated 

space.” 

 
(DoT – 

sponsored 

design 

competition for 

4th avenue in 

Brooklyn.) 

 



The City is changing the role of transportation: 
Currently, 89% 0f road space is devoted to vehicles, 11% to people. 



New York City is 

already changing 

its transportation 

policies. 







Steinway Street Master Plan 

Industrial design is providing new street furniture. 



20 

. . . 

Signage systems make public places more legible. 



The design 

of the 

façade of 

buildings 

has an 

impact on 

the quality 

of public 

spaces. 



Landscape design enhances even the most urban public places. 



A City’s 

greatest public 

asset – its 

waterfront. 

 

 

A New York 

City goal –A 

continuous 

publicly 

accessible 

waterfront 

esplanade 

around the City 



Waterfront Access 

Improving the waterfront 



Improving the 

waterfront: 

 

Large waterfront 

parks where 

space allows 



Privately Owned Public Spaces (POPs) have not 

always been successful. 
City zoning policy 



New design guidelines for POPs have been more 

successful. 

City Zoning Policy 



Some Residential Streetscapes require Preservation  

Historic preservation  



Take advantage  

of  New York’s  

rich mix of uses 

Stone Street, NYC Farmers Market, NYC 

Economic vitality – An important requirement of successful public spaces 



The 

promotion 

and 

management 

of retail 

activity is vital 

to the success 

of public 

spaces. 



PROJECT FOR PUBLIC 

SPACES 

“If you want to seed a place with activity,        

put out food.” -  William H. Whyte 



What is a Public Market? 

Public Markets… 

 Have Public 

Goals 

Operate in Public 

Spaces 

Serve Locally 

Owned and 

Operated 

Businesses 

 



Best practices in stormwater management and landscape 

design can make public places more sustainable. 
 



Public Art can  enhance the quality of public spaces 



HEALTH BENEFITS - Creating a more enticing and walkable 
public realm can result in 35-161% increase in physical 
activity (e.g. walking).  
 
 

 
 

 



www.nyc.gov/buildnyc/

publications 











QUESTIONS? 



Contact Information 

David Burney FAIA 
New York City  

Department of Design and Construction 

burneyd@ddc.nyc.gov 


