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THE RUDY BRUNER AWARD 
 
The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence (RBA) is a national award for 
urban places that promotes innovative thinking about the built environment. 
Established in 1987, the Award celebrates urban places distinguished by design 
that considers form in conjunction with social, economic and environmental 
concerns. 
 



 

 
GOALS 

   Discover and celebrate excellent urban places 

 Illuminate the complex process of urban place making  

 Share the experience of award winners with other place makers 





Pike Place Market (1987) 
Seattle, WA 

Providence River Relocation 
Project (2003) Providence, RI 

 
 

Public Markets, Housing, Arts Organizations, Infrastructure, 
Transportation, Museums, Public Spaces… 
  

Portland Streetcar Project (2005) 
Portland, OR 

Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh 
(2007) Pittsburgh, PA 

Community Chalkboard (2009) 
Charlottesville, VA 

Project Row Houses (1997) 
Houston, TX 



 
 

…Housing, Educational Institutions, Work Force Development,  
Mixed-Use Developments, Homeless Shelters, Parks 
  

Inspiration Kitchens—Garfield Park 
(2013) Chicago, IL 

Millennium Park (2009) 
Chicago, IL 

Santa Fe Railyard (2011) 
Santa Fe, NM 

Gary Comer Youth Center (2011) 
Chicago, IL 

The Bridge Homeless Assistance 
Center (2011) Dallas, TX 

Parkside Preservation (1999) 
Philadelphia, PA 















The  
Selection  
Process 
 
 Meeting #1 – Finalists 
 Site Visits & Report 
 Meeting #2 – Medalists 



Site Visits 
2-3 days/site 
 
 Tour 
 Interviews 
 Gather additional  

information 

 



Awards 
 Events 
 Panel Discussions 
 Bruner Loeb Forum 



2013 AWARD WINNERS 

GOLD MEDALIST 

Inspiration Kitchens – Garfield Park 
Chicago, IL 
 

SILVER MEDALISTS 

Congo Street Initiative, Dallas, TX 

Louisville Waterfront Park, Louisville, KY 

The Steel Yard, Providence, RI 

Via Verde, Bronx, NY 

 

 





The future may be as much about 
“planting small seeds” as about 
“making big plans.” 

2013 Selection Committee 



 
Inspiring Places that Bring People Together 
and Improve Lives 
 
Inspiration Kitchens—Garfield Park 
Chicago, IL 
 
Wheeler Kearns Architects 

Photo: Steve Hall / Hedrich Blessing 



Image: Wheeler Kearns Architects 



Project Goals 
 

 To offer working poor families 
affected by homelessness a              
high-quality dining experience 
 

 To help move difficult-to-employ 
individuals – often homeless 
themselves, many returning from 
prison 
 

 To reinforce ongoing community 
revitalization efforts in one of 
Chicago’s poorest and most 
distressed neighborhoods 
 

 To create a truly “green” facility 
through the adaptive re-use of an 
existing building incorporating a 
wide range of energy-efficient 
features 
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Inspiration Kitchens is an epitome of hope. It is 
an outstanding example of a place that brings 
people together around good food, job training 
and a well-designed space. 
 

2013 RBA Selection Committee 
 



 
DIY/Maker Movement & Social Enterprise 
 
Congo Street Initiative 
Dallas, Texas 
 
Design: buildingcommunityWORKSHOP 

Photo: buildingcommunityWORKSHOP 
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Project Goals 
 

 Disrupt the systemic inequality 
threatening the residents                   
of Congo Street 

 
 Improve the livelihood and housing 

conditions of the residents without 
displacing any resident in the 
process 
 

 Maintain the social fabric of the 
community 
 

 Enhance the quality and energy 
efficiency of the housing while 
maintaining affordability 
 

 Improve the street in a manner 
that is consistent with its history, 
culture, and character 
 

 Create trustworthy relationships 
with the families in order to serve 
and empower them 
 

 Create a viable model than can be 
reproduced 
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Congo Street Initiative provides a different 
way of thinking about community 
development, incorporating education and 
participation in a meaningful way. 

 
2013 RBA Selection Committee 



 
Community Engagement & Leadership 
 
    Louisville Waterfront Park 

    Louisville, Kentucky 
     
    Hargreaves Associates 

Photo: Waterfront Development Corporation 
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Project Goals 
 
 Reconnect the city to the Ohio River 

 
 Involve the community in planning for the new 

park and foster a feeling of ownership 
 

 Make a place where all races, ages and social 
classes feel comfortable together 
 

 Clean up the industrial wasteland along the 
river and make a more attractive approach to 
the city 
 

 Tailor the park to unique features of Louisville 
– its history and sense of place 
 

 Overcome key challenges of the site – 
especially the elevated and surface roads and 
flood control 
 

 Reuse the abandoned rail bridge over the Ohio 
River to create a pedestrian and bicycle link to 
Southern Indiana 
 

 Catalyze the revitalization of downtown areas 
adjacent to the waterfront 

Photo: Waterfront Development Corporation 
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Louisville Waterfront Park highlights the importance of public ownership and leadership 
in developing a project of this scale, providing a model for other post-industrial waterfront 
cities. 
 

2013 RBA Selection Committee 
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Anchoring Projects in Place 
 
    The Steel Yard 
    Providence, Rhode Island 
    Klopfer Martin Design 

Photo: Christian Phillips Photography 
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Project Goals 
 

 Create a memorable and flexible 
space that embodies  the 
organization’s mission 
 

 Engage the site’s unique existing 
structures 
 

 Utilize best sustainable practices 
within a constrained budget 
 

 Provide a public landscape to an 
underserved neighborhood of 
Providence 
 

 Serve as an example to others of 
the potential for local properties to 
be revitalized in nontraditional 
ways 



Image: Klopfer Martin Design Group 
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Photo: The Steel Yard 



The Steel Yard is an exemplary model of reuse and transformation that is built on the 
community’s local history and talent, and preserves industrial history and culture in an 
authentic way. 
 

2013 RBA Selection Committee 
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Healthy Living & Sustainable Development 
 
Via Verde – The Green Way  Bronx, New York 

Dattner Architects, Grimshaw Architects, Lee Weintraub Landscape Architecture LLC 
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Project Goals 
 

 Demonstrate the ability to provide 
creative, innovative design for 
affordable housing 
 

 Provide truly sustainable design 
within affordable housing 
budgetary constraints 
 

 Reintroduce urban density to this 
area of the South Bronx 
 

 Fill empty space in the local urban 
fabric, knitting together sections of 
the community 
 

 Demonstrate the ability of design 
competitions to raise the bar in 
affordable housing design 
 

 Show that city bureaucracies can 
work together to support 
development 
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Via Verde addresses the 
scale of urban housing 
needs with a large-scale 
intervention along with a 
commitment to active, 
healthy living. 
 

2013 RBA  Selection Committee 
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