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RCP8.5 
2.05 trillion tons carbon 
 

RCP6.0 
1.43 trillion tons carbon 
 

RCP4.5 
1.15 trillion tons carbon 
 

emissions peak 2080 

emissions peak 2040-50 

RCP2.6 (2oC) 
0.64 trillion tons carbon 

emissions peak  
2020 

Pathways for Fossil Fuel Carbon Emissions to 2100 
Source: IPCC 2013, Representative Concentration Pathways (RCP); Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), 2013; 

Climate Analytics and ECOFYS, 2014.  
Note; Emissions peak and cumulative carbon budgets are for fossil fuel CO2–only emissions. 

emissions peak 2016 – 2020 

  RCP2.6 (1.5oC) 
>85% below 2oC 
~0.53 trillion tons carbon 
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Global Temperature Projections for various RCP Scenarios 
Source: Architecture 2030; Adapted from  IPCC Fifth Assessment Report, 2013  

Representative Concentration Pathways (RCP), temperature projections for SRES scenarios and the RCPs. 

RCP6.0 
emissions peak 2080 
1.6 trillion tons carbon 

RCP4.5 
emissions peak 2040-50 
1.3 trillion tons carbon 

RCP8.5  
Business-as-usual 
2.2 trillion tons carbon 


