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Our Office 

Library 

Writers’ Penthouse 

Studio 

Writers’ Penthouse terrace 



RAMSA Academic Buildings 

Spangler Campus Center, Harvard Business School 

Greenspun College of Urban Affairs, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

McNair Hall, Jones Graduate School of Business, Rice University 

Park Center for Business and Sustainable Enterprise, Ithaca College 

75% TRADITIONAL: CLIENT PREFERENCE 

25% MODERN: ARCHITECT PREFERENCE 



RAMSA Office Buildings 

The Plaza at PPL Center, Allentown, Pennsylvania Comcast Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

600 Thirteenth Street N.W., Washington, DC 222 Berkeley Street, Boston, Massachusetts 

75% MODERN: CLIENT & ARCHITECT PREFERENCE 

25% TRADITIONAL: CLIENT PREFERENCE 



RAMSA Apartment Buildings: High-Rise 

The Chatham, New York, New York 15 Central Park West, New York, New York The Century, Los Angeles, California 

99% TRADITIONAL: CLIENT PREFERENCE 



RAMSA Apartment Buildings: Low-Rise 

99% TRADITIONAL: CLIENT PREFERENCE 

The Harrison, New York, New York Superior Ink Condominiums, New York, New York 

Water’s Edge, West Vancouver, British Columbia One St. Thomas Residences, Toronto, Ontario 



RAMSA Civic Buildings 

Ocean Course Clubhouse, Kiawah Island, South Carolina Calabasas Civic Center, Calabasas, California 

99% TRADITIONAL: CLIENT PREFERENCE 
Roger Tory Peterson Institute, Jamestown, New York Columbus Regional Hospital, Columbus, Indiana 



Market From the Architect’s Perspective 



Market Share of Gross Billings at Architecture Firms by Type 



Custom Patron Houses 



Housing Statistics 

Number of Houses Built in 2005: 

1,600,000 

 
 

Number of Houses Built in 2010: 

300,000 



Houses Designed by Architects 



RAMSA Custom Patron Houses 

Kiawah Island, South Carolina Seaside, Florida 

Santa Barbara, California 

SMALL 

ESTATE 

MEDIUM 

Chicago, Illinois 

LARGE 



 

Size  
8,000 - 20,000 sf 

 

Cost  
$500 - $1,000 per foot 

 

Duration from Design to Construction 
2 - 5 years 

 

RAMSA Custom Patron Houses 



RAMSA Custom Patron Houses 

Presentation model Clay massing model 



RAMSA Custom Patron Houses 

Interior models 



RAMSA Custom Patron Houses 

Renderings 



RAMSA Custom Patron Houses – Small 



RAMSA Custom Patron Houses – Large  



Patron or Mass Produced? 



Market From the Customer’s Perspective 



Architects need to support traditional houses 
at all sizes and price points. 



House Style Preference and Meaning Across Taste Cultures 

Nasar & Kang 



Five Taste Cultures According to Gans 



Selecting House Styles for Study (Nasar & Kang) 



Summary (Nasar & Kang) 

People across all taste cultures had 
very similar impressions of the 10 
house styles presented. This does 
not support the systematic 
differences in responses across 
taste cultures predicted by Gans. 

Farm: Ranked most friendly by all Post Modern: Ranked most desirable by all  International: Ranked highest in status by all 



Survey on Favorite Home Styles 







McMansions: Planning 



The Anglo-American Suburb 
1981 







Seaside, Florida: Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company 



Celebration, Florida: Robert A.M. Stern Architects and Cooper Robertson 



Celebration, Florida: Robert A.M. Stern Architects and Cooper Robertson 



Celebration, Florida: Robert A.M. Stern Architects and Cooper Robertson 



McMansions: Building Design 



McMansions: Size 



Big House Size Regulations 



Historic Houses: Large 

William Watts Sherman House, Newport, RI (H.H. Richardson, 1875) 

Frederick C. Robie House, Chicago, IL (Frank Lloyd Wright, 1910) 

Cheekwood, Nashville, TN (Bryant Fleming, 1932) 

La Ronda, Bryn Mawr, PA (Addison Mitzner, 1929) 



American Pattern Book Houses 
Houses Without Architects 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 



Pattern Book Houses Publications: 1827 - Today 





Critics vs. Clients 

Cover of Architectural Record, April 2011 2010 AIA Newark Design Awards winner (Rosen Group) 

CLIENT PREFERENCE ARCHITECT PREFERENCE 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Architectural Journals: Architects Supporting Better Traditional Design 



Home Building Industry: Building Components Supporting Better Design 



Home Building Industry: Building Components Supporting Better Design 



Home Building Industry: Building Components Supporting Better Design 



Home Building Industry: Building Components Supporting Better Design 



Home Building Industry: Building Components Supporting Better Design 



Home Building Industry: Building Components Supporting Better Design 



Home Building Industry: Building Components Supporting Better Design 



Home Building Industry: Building Components Supporting Better Design 



Architectural Mix and Match 



Architectural Mix and Match 



Architectural Mix and Match 



Architectural Mix and Match 



Architectural Mix and Match 



Pattern Book Houses 
Built 



Mount Airey, Richmond County, Virginia (1758) 

Plate 58 from John Gibb’s Book of Architecture (1728) 



House in Alabama, New York 

Plate from Minard LaFever’s The Modern Builder’s Guide (1833) 



House in Potsdam, New York (1852) 

Design by Gervase Wheeler from Downing’s Cottage Residences (1842) 



Heath House, Buffalo, New York (Frank Lloyd Wright, 1905) 

Prairie Style house from Sear’s Catalog (1918) 



House in Charlotte, North Carolina 

Aladdin House (1906) 



The American Four Square House 

















RAMSA Pattern Book Houses: Small House Market 



 

Life Dream House 
1994 

 

Size: 2,500 sf 
 

Cost: $150 per foot 
 

Construction Time: 10 months 

RAMSA Pattern Book Houses: Small House Market 













RAMSA Pattern Book Houses: McMansion Market 



 

 Dream House for  
This Old House Magazine 

Wilton, Connecticut 
1999 

 

Size: 6,000 sf 
 

Cost: $350 per foot 
 

Construction Time: 18 months 

RAMSA Pattern Book Houses: McMansion Market 













RAMSA Pattern Book Houses: Large Houses in Historic District 



 

 Villanova Heights 
Fieldston, Riverdale, The Bronx 

2006-Present  
 

Size: 10,000+ sf 
 

Cost: $400 per foot 
 

Construction Time: 14 months 

RAMSA Pattern Book Houses: Large Houses in Historic District 



BROADWAY 

VILLANOVA SITE 
MANHATTAN 

MARBLE HILL 

Riverdale Ridge,  1898 

THE BRONX 

THE 
BRONX 



Riverdale: Large Lot Estates 



Fieldston Historic Houses 



Colonial Revival Precedents 



French Normandy Precedents 





French Normandy 



French Normandy 



Colonial Revival 



Colonial Revival 



Colonial Revival 



Arts & Crafts 



Arts & Crafts 



Shingle Style 



Shingle Style 



Dutch Colonial 



Interiors: Entry Halls and Living Rooms 



Interiors: Dining Rooms and Kitchens 



Interiors: Bedrooms and Baths 



Before 



After 



Guns or Butter? 



Residential or Non-residential? 



Traditional or Modern? 
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